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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1 34883 1 0.2 1 97.3 99.9
A2 34894 1 0.2 1 95.3 100
A3 34831 1 0.1 1 98.6 99.8
A4 34380 0.5 0.5 1 49.1 98.5
A5 34891 2.5 0.9 3 84.1 99.9
A6 34612 2.4 1 5 47.7 99.1
A7 34785 0.7 0.5 1 70.6 99.6
A8 34369 0.9 0.3 1 89.6 98.4
A9 34292 2.7 1.9 10 27.2 98.2

A10 34090 2.4 1 5 48.9 97.7
A11 34270 0.8 0.4 1 84.5 98.2
A12 32458 3.5 2.1 10 34.7 93

B1(a) 33627 4.9 1.7 10 49.3 96.3
B1(b) 33627 4.6 1.7 10 45.8 96.3
B2(a) 31897 4.8 1.8 10 47.9 91.4
B2(b) 31897 4.4 1.7 10 44.5 91.4
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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TEXT C 
 
A6. In your own words, summarise the reasons why the writer thinks plastic is 


important in modern society.  [5] 
 
This question tests the ability to summarise information.  
 
Award one mark for each of the following summarised in the candidate’s own words, 
to a maximum of five.  


• central to modern life / important / key 
• many positive elements to its use – inexpensive, light, robust 
• use less energy to manufacture 
• reduces the use of fossil fuels 
• much less of a threat to our environment than alternatives 
• can be recycled/reused 
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Text C


A6.	 In your own words, summarise the reasons why the writer thinks plastic is important in modern 
society. 	 [5]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





		Blank Page












		Blank Page












		Blank Page












		Blank Page










 


3 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


 
TEXT D 
 
A8. What evidence is there to suggest that the plastic bag ban has been 


successful?  [1] 
 
This question tests the ability to use deduction skills to retrieve information and to 
refer to evidence within texts. 
 
Award one mark for:  
 
There has been an 85% reduction in their use.  
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Text D


A8.	 What evidence is there to suggest that the plastic bag ban has been successful?	 [1]
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A9. How does the writer persuade us that it is easy to reduce our use of plastic? 
   [10]
  


This question tests the ability to use inference and deduction skills to retrieve and 
analyse information from written texts and reflect on the ways in which texts may be 
interpreted.  
 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit.  
 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify and begin to comment on some examples of 
content that are persuasive, but may struggle to engage with the text and/or the question.   
 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give straightforward comments on some 
examples of persuasive content. These responses may simply identify some facts and/or 
evidence.  
 
Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how a number of different examples from the text 
persuade, and begin to analyse how language and techniques are used to achieve 
effects and influence the reader. Carefully selected examples will support comments.  
 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a range of different 
examples from the text persuade, and begin to analyse how language and techniques 
are used to achieve effects and influence the reader. Carefully selected examples will 
support comments effectively.  
 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about how a 
wide range of different examples from the text persuade. Analysis of how language and 
techniques are used to achieve effects and influence the reader will be evident. Well-
considered, accurate use of linguistic terminology will support comments effectively. 
 
Details candidates may explore or comment on could be: 


• the heading ‘8 Ways…’ makes it seem simple to achieve 
• ‘Carry a reusable bottle’ is something we can all do with minimal effort 
• ‘plastic straws’ are not essential so could be easy to stop using 
• the solutions are straightforward ‘ask your local pub….’ 
• only 1 in 400 cups are recycled so easy to make an impact / incentive offered to 


reuse 
• ‘loose veg’ makes plastic seem redundant and therefore easy to stop using 
• it is easy to recycle milk bottles with minimal effort 
• carrying a shopping bag is something that anyone can do ‘shocking’, ‘foldaway’ 
• gives statistics of how much progress has already been made 
• tells us that these are only ‘small’ changes making them appear to be 


easy/straightforward 
• tells us that the impact will be ‘big’  
• tells us that if we start today we will impact the future 


Language and techniques 
• the layout is straightforward making the process seem easy 
• the steps given could be achieved by anyone with such minimal effort 
• the use of imperatives makes it feel like it is easy to achieve ‘Take’…’Avoid…’ 
• ‘you…our’ we are part of the problem but can easily be part of the solution 
• compares what has been done to what could be achieved 
• rhetorical question at the start is answered with ease 
• language ‘ridiculous’, ‘obscene’ makes it seem so obvious  
• the tone makes it sound like their way is the only one to follow – sense of 


immediacy 
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Text D


A9.	 How does the writer persuade us that it is easy to reduce our use of plastic? 	 [10]


	 You must refer to the text to support your views. 
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TEXT E 
 
A10. Explain why Prince Charles is worried about the plastic that ends up in our 


oceans. 
 [5] 
 
This question tests the ability to interpret meaning and ideas in challenging writing 
and understand and recognise the reliability of texts.  
 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit.  
 
Give 1 mark to those who identify and begin to comment on some examples of 
content that are relevant, but struggle to engage with the text and/or the question.   
 
Give 2 marks to those who identify and give straightforward comments on some 
examples of relevant content. These responses will simply identify some facts and/or 
evidence.  
 
Give 3 marks to those who explain a number of different examples from the text. 
Carefully selected examples are used to support comments effectively.  
 
Give 4 marks to those who make accurate comments about a range of different 
examples from the text. Carefully selected examples are used accurately to support 
comments effectively.  
 
Give 5 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about a wide 
range of different examples from the text. Well-considered examples support 
comments effectively. 
 
Candidates could comment on the following:  


• such a huge quantity / 8 million tonnes or 10% of the annual plastic 
production 


• most wild caught fish now contain plastic / so plastic is ‘on the menu’ 
• all plastic since 1950s that has ended up in oceans is still with us  
• plastic harms / the damage is irreversible (Barrier Reef) 
• chemicals leak into the water / contaminate it 
• worried about effect on future generations (i.e. grandchildren) 
• situation is critical / worsening / ‘too late’ / no one is taking action  
• he feels we are destroying / disrespecting our environment 


 
 Reward valid alternatives. 
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Text E


A10.	Explain why Prince Charles is worried about the plastic that ends up in our oceans.	 [5]
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TEXT E 


 
A11. What does Prince Charles mean when he says, ‘It may not be too late to turn 


the tide?’ [1] 
 
This question tests the ability to demonstrate verbal reasoning skills in context. 
 
Award one mark for an explanation that suggests:  


• It is not too late to change 
• There is still time to reverse the damage  
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Text E


A11.		What does Prince Charles mean when he says, ‘It may not be too late to turn the tide.’	 [1]
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B1 and B2 Assessment Criteria 
 


Band Communicating and organising (meaning, purpose, readers and structure) Band Writing accurately 
(language, grammar, punctuation and spelling) 


 
 


5 
 
 


(9-10 
marks) 


• Mature and perceptive writing 
• Sustained and effective writing with techniques that fully engage the reader’s 


interest 
• Appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose/audience 
• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, originality and creativity 
• Secure and coherent structure; there is sophistication in the shape and structure 


of the writing 


 
 


5 
 
 


(9-10 
marks) 


• Use a  wide range of ambitious and appropriate vocabulary confidently to 
create effect or convey precise meaning 


• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence structures 
• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 
• A range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 
• Virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct 
• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• Very secure command of grammar 


 
 


4 
 
 


(7-8 
marks) 


• Clearly controlled and well-judged writing 
• Shows secure understanding of the reader’s needs and how to hold interest 


with techniques used 
• Register is appropriately and consistently adapted to purpose/audience 
• Develops ideas with convincing detail and some originality and 


imagination 
• Writing is purposefully structured and clearly organised to give 


sequence and fluency 


 
 


4 
 
 


(7-8 
marks) 


• Use wide range of vocabulary with precision 
• Secure command of grammar 
• Sentence structure is varied to achieve effects 
• Control of sentence construction is secure 
• A range of punctuation is used accurately 
• Spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 
• Control of tense and agreement is secure 


 
 


3 
 
 


(5-6 
marks) 


• Writing is mostly coherent and interesting 
• Clear awareness of the reader and some techniques used to meet their needs 
• Register is mostly appropriately adapted to purpose/audience 
• Ideas show development and there are some interesting effects in the writing 
• The writing is organised to give sequence and structure 


 
 


3 
 
 


(5-6 
marks) 


• Use a good range of vocabulary with some precision 
• Mostly consistent command of grammar 
• Sentence structures are varied 
• Control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• Most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 
• Control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 


 
 


2 
 
 


(3-4 
marks) 


• Some coherent writing 
• Some awareness how to create effect to interest the reader 
• A clear attempt to adapt register to purpose/audience 
• Develops some ideas with an occasional interesting effect 
• There is some organisation, some sequencing of ideas 


 
 


2 
 
 


(3-4 
marks) 


• Use some range of vocabulary 
• Command of grammar is inconsistent 
• There is some variety of sentence structure 
• There is some control of sentence construction 
• Some control of a range of punctuation 
• Spelling is usually accurate 
• Control of tense and agreement is generally secure 


 
 


1 
 
 


(1-2 
marks) 


• Basic coherence in the writing 
• Limited awareness of the reader 
• Some attempt to adapt register to purpose/audience 
• Some relevant content but uneven 
• Basic organisation; simple sequencing of ideas 


 
 


1 
 
 


(1-2 
marks) 


• Limited range of vocabulary 
• Limited range of sentence structures 
• Control of sentence construction is limited 
• There is some attempt to use punctuation 
• Some spelling is accurate 
• Control of tense and agreement is limited 
• Limited command of grammar 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit 
3700U30-1 WJEC GCSE English Language - Unit 3 MS S19/ED 
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SECTION B (Writing): 40 marks


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


Answer question B1 below and question B2 on page 14.


B1.	 You read the following in a newspaper:


	 ‘Plastic is one of the biggest problems faced by our planet. Why would we use something for a 
few minutes that has been made from a material that’s going to last forever?’


	 Write a letter to the newspaper giving your views on the use of plastic. 	 [20]


	 Write your letter.


10 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 10 marks are awarded for
writing accurately.


You should aim to write between 200-300 words.


	 The space below can be used to plan your work before starting on the next page. 
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B1 and B2 Assessment Criteria 
 


Band Communicating and organising (meaning, purpose, readers and structure) Band Writing accurately 
(language, grammar, punctuation and spelling) 


 
 


5 
 
 


(9-10 
marks) 


• Mature and perceptive writing 
• Sustained and effective writing with techniques that fully engage the reader’s 


interest 
• Appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose/audience 
• Ideas are convincingly developed with detail, originality and creativity 
• Secure and coherent structure; there is sophistication in the shape and structure 


of the writing 


 
 


5 
 
 


(9-10 
marks) 


• Use a  wide range of ambitious and appropriate vocabulary confidently to 
create effect or convey precise meaning 


• Appropriate and effective variation of sentence structures 
• Virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 
• A range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 
• Virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct 
• Control of tense and agreement is totally secure 
• Very secure command of grammar 


 
 


4 
 
 


(7-8 
marks) 


• Clearly controlled and well-judged writing 
• Shows secure understanding of the reader’s needs and how to hold interest 


with techniques used 
• Register is appropriately and consistently adapted to purpose/audience 
• Develops ideas with convincing detail and some originality and 


imagination 
• Writing is purposefully structured and clearly organised to give 


sequence and fluency 


 
 


4 
 
 


(7-8 
marks) 


• Use wide range of vocabulary with precision 
• Secure command of grammar 
• Sentence structure is varied to achieve effects 
• Control of sentence construction is secure 
• A range of punctuation is used accurately 
• Spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 
• Control of tense and agreement is secure 


 
 


3 
 
 


(5-6 
marks) 


• Writing is mostly coherent and interesting 
• Clear awareness of the reader and some techniques used to meet their needs 
• Register is mostly appropriately adapted to purpose/audience 
• Ideas show development and there are some interesting effects in the writing 
• The writing is organised to give sequence and structure 


 
 


3 
 
 


(5-6 
marks) 


• Use a good range of vocabulary with some precision 
• Mostly consistent command of grammar 
• Sentence structures are varied 
• Control of sentence construction is mostly secure 
• A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
• Most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 
• Control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 


 
 


2 
 
 


(3-4 
marks) 


• Some coherent writing 
• Some awareness how to create effect to interest the reader 
• A clear attempt to adapt register to purpose/audience 
• Develops some ideas with an occasional interesting effect 
• There is some organisation, some sequencing of ideas 


 
 


2 
 
 


(3-4 
marks) 


• Use some range of vocabulary 
• Command of grammar is inconsistent 
• There is some variety of sentence structure 
• There is some control of sentence construction 
• Some control of a range of punctuation 
• Spelling is usually accurate 
• Control of tense and agreement is generally secure 


 
 


1 
 
 


(1-2 
marks) 


• Basic coherence in the writing 
• Limited awareness of the reader 
• Some attempt to adapt register to purpose/audience 
• Some relevant content but uneven 
• Basic organisation; simple sequencing of ideas 


 
 


1 
 
 


(1-2 
marks) 


• Limited range of vocabulary 
• Limited range of sentence structures 
• Control of sentence construction is limited 
• There is some attempt to use punctuation 
• Some spelling is accurate 
• Control of tense and agreement is limited 
• Limited command of grammar 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit 
3700U30-1 WJEC GCSE English Language - Unit 3 MS S19/ED 
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B2. 	Write an article for your school/college magazine in which you persuade your classmates how 
to lead a more environmentally-friendly life.	 [20]


	 Write your article.


10 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 10 marks are awarded for
writing accurately.


You should aim to write between 200-300 words.


	 The space below can be used to plan your work before starting on the next page. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks 
 
TEXT A 


 
A2. What percentage of recycled bottles go to UK recycling plants?  [1] 


 
This question tests the ability to use deduction skills to retrieve information and to 
refer to evidence within texts. 
 
Award one mark for:  
 
30 (%) 
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SECTION A (Reading): 40 marks


In the separate Resource Material there are five texts on the theme of ‘Plastic’ labelled Text A-E. 
Read each text carefully and answer all the questions below that relate to each of the texts.  


Text A


A2.	What percentage of recycled bottles go to UK recycling plants?	 [1]


30%


50%


70%


100%
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Text A is a poster giving information about the use of plastic bottles in the U.K. 
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RECYCLED PLASTIC
By recycling & recovering packaging 
material, fewer raw materials are used, 
reducing the amount of waste sent to 
landfill & the impact on the environment. 


1 tonne of plastic bottles being recycled 
saves 1.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide being 
released into the atmosphere.


PLANT-ASTIC
In 2011, Ecover introduced a green 
plastic made from sugarcane, which is 
100% renewable, reusable & recyclable.
Since 2011 Ecover has saved 120 tonnes 
of CO2, compared to regular plastic.
Plant-astic reduces the need for fossil 
fuels, which are non-renewable and a 
scarce resource.


2 MILLION
PLASTIC BOTTLES


ARE USED IN THE UK EVERY DAY


600,000 TONNES
OF PLASTIC IS USED IN THE UK 


EVERY YEAR


70%
OF BOTTLES


ARE 
SHIPPED 
TO ASIA


MORE THAN
50% IS


RECYCLED


THE 
REST GOES 


TO LANDFILL


UK LANDFILL 
SITES WILL BE 


FULL BY
2024


ONLY
30%


OF BOTTLES
GO TO UK 


RECYCLING
PLANTS
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Text B is an advert which encourages people to recycle plastic bottles.


Always recycle your plastic bottles 
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Your plastic bottle 
usually ends up 
in a landfill site, 


a waterway or an 
ocean.


You throw away your 
plastic bottle.


Your plastic bottle will 
slowly degrade by breaking 
down into tiny particles that 


contaminate our soil and 
water.


The whole process 
can take up to 1,000 


years.
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Text C is taken from a blog about the benefits of plastic.


Why Plastic is Important in Modern Society?


Plastic has moulded the modern world and transformed life. There is no human activity where 
plastics do not play a key role. From clothing to shelter, from transport to communication and from 
entertainment to health care, plastic is essential. 


Plastic has many attractive properties: it is cheap, lightweight and strong. It can be super tough 
and rigid as well as flexible. The growing world population and our material consumption has put 
severe pressure on natural resources and our fragile eco-systems. Plastics can offer a cost-effective 
alternative.


Plastics are made from hydrocarbons which come from petroleum, a non-renewable resource. 
Nevertheless, the consumption of petroleum in the production of plastics is less than 5%. Processing 
many natural materials (glass, paper, wood, metals) consumes far more energy which leads to greater 
consumption of fossil fuels. When handled properly, plastics do little damage to our environment and 
have the advantage that they can be easily reprocessed and recycled.
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Text D is a webpage taken from Greenpeace’s website.


8 ways to reduce your plastic use
We’ve all seen the headlines about the environmental problems caused by plastics and the harsh 
statistics about how much plastic we throw away. So, what can we do to reduce our personal 
plastic footprints?


Here are our 8 top tips:


1. Carry a reusable bottle – In the UK we use over 13 billion plastic bottles every year. Carrying a 
reusable bottle reduces plastic use and saves money too! 


2. Say no to plastic straws – Discarded plastic straws are terrible for our oceans and over a billion 
are thrown away each day. Next time you order a drink, think about whether you need a straw. Ask 
your local pub to stop adding straws to drinks.


3. Take a reusable coffee cup – An incredible 2.5 billion coffee cups are thrown away every year 
in the UK – and less than 1 in 400 are recycled. Carry a reusable cup with you – some cafes even 
offer a small discount if you use your own cup!


4. Avoid excessive food packaging – A ridiculous amount of food is packaged in plastic, which 
quickly becomes rubbish. We can all try and cut down the plastic we use. Loose fruit and veg is also 
cheaper than pre-packaged alternatives!


5. Refill detergent bottle – Let’s face it, washing products are not good for the planet and neither 
are the plastic bottles they come in. The good news is that there is an increasing number of places 
where you can refill your old bottles.  


6. Say no to disposable cutlery – We’ve all been there – caught out in a cafe or at a train station 
when we’ve bought a salad or a yogurt but the only cutlery on offer is plastic! Whilst it’s hard to plan 
for every opportunity, consider carrying a spoon or fork (or spork!) in your bag or keeping cutlery in 
your desk at work.


7. Get your milk delivered – Although the early morning sound of a milk float is not as common as 
it used to be, there are still many places in the UK where you can get milk delivered in glass bottles 
– which are then collected and reused.  


8. Carry a shopping bag – Since the plastic bag charge was introduced in England, there’s been a 
massive 85% drop in their use. Many of us are used to carrying an extra bag with us but a shocking 
2 billion bags are still thrown away each year. If you still find it hard to remember, try a foldaway one 
that you can carry in your normal day bag.


Making just a few small changes can have a big impact on the obscene amount of plastic we use on 
a day-to-day basis. Start today to reduce our plastic for tomorrow. 
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Text E is taken from a newspaper and warns us about the amount of plastic in oceans.


Prince Charles warns that ‘plastic is now on the menu’ due 
to the amount ingested by fish
The Prince of Wales has warned that “plastic is now on the menu” due to the increasing amounts 
found in the fish that is caught for us to eat. He said action must be urgently taken to deal with plastic 
pollution in order to save the world’s marine life and oceans, stating that it may not be too late to turn 
the tide.


“The eight million tonnes of plastic that enter the sea every year – through our own doing – is now 
a global issue”, he told a conference on safeguarding the world’s oceans. “All the plastic that we 
have produced since the 1950s that has ended up in the ocean is still with us in some form, so that 
wherever you swim there are particles of plastic near you. We are very close to reaching the point 
when all wild-caught fish will contain plastic.”


The Prince warned that the growing threat to the world’s marine ecology had reached a critical point 
and that the irreversible damage to the Great Barrier Reef should act as a serious wake-up call for 
all nations. He stated, “It is crucial to create a system that allows plastics to be recovered, recycled 
and reused instead of created, used and then thrown away.”


Each year more than 300 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally, of which 10 per cent will end 
up in the sea, the equivalent of a rubbish truck of waste every minute. By 2050 that will increase to 
four trucks every minute. Chemicals from the plastic leak into the water, and it has been shown that 
humans who eat seafood ingest up to 11,000 pieces of microplastic each year.


The Prince of Wales highlighted the painful decision Canada took 25 years ago of closing a fishery, 
to protect northern cod due to over-fishing and mismanagement. He added: “Surely we must take 
equally far-sighted steps to deal with the atrocious quantity of plastic pollution?”


He later said he could not possibly face his grandchildren if he did not do something about the 
environment. He told ITV News: “I worry about your grandchildren and everybody else’s grandchildren, 
as well as my own. It seemed to me I couldn’t possibly face my grandchildren or yours at the end of 
the day when we’d completely mucked up the whole of our environment. Our planet is a living thing. 
We have to manage it and look after it and respect it and then it will respect us. At the moment we 
are driving it insane.”
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SECTION A: 40 marks 
 
TEXT A 


 
A3. What is Ecover’s Green Plastic made from?  [1] 


 
This question tests the ability to use deduction skills to retrieve information and to 
refer to evidence within texts. 
 
Award one mark for:  
 
Sugarcane 
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SECTION A (Reading): 40 marks


In the separate Resource Material there are five texts on the theme of ‘Plastic’ labelled Text A-E. 
Read each text carefully and answer all the questions below that relate to each of the texts.  


Text A


A3.	 What is Ecover’s Green Plastic made from? 	 [1]
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Text A is a poster giving information about the use of plastic bottles in the U.K. 
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RECYCLED PLASTIC
By recycling & recovering packaging 
material, fewer raw materials are used, 
reducing the amount of waste sent to 
landfill & the impact on the environment. 


1 tonne of plastic bottles being recycled 
saves 1.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide being 
released into the atmosphere.


PLANT-ASTIC
In 2011, Ecover introduced a green 
plastic made from sugarcane, which is 
100% renewable, reusable & recyclable.
Since 2011 Ecover has saved 120 tonnes 
of CO2, compared to regular plastic.
Plant-astic reduces the need for fossil 
fuels, which are non-renewable and a 
scarce resource.


2 MILLION
PLASTIC BOTTLES


ARE USED IN THE UK EVERY DAY


600,000 TONNES
OF PLASTIC IS USED IN THE UK 


EVERY YEAR


70%
OF BOTTLES


ARE 
SHIPPED 
TO ASIA


MORE THAN
50% IS


RECYCLED


THE 
REST GOES 


TO LANDFILL


UK LANDFILL 
SITES WILL BE 


FULL BY
2024


ONLY
30%
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GO TO UK 


RECYCLING
PLANTS
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Text B is an advert which encourages people to recycle plastic bottles.


Always recycle your plastic bottles 
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Your plastic bottle 
usually ends up 
in a landfill site, 


a waterway or an 
ocean.


You throw away your 
plastic bottle.


Your plastic bottle will 
slowly degrade by breaking 
down into tiny particles that 


contaminate our soil and 
water.


The whole process 
can take up to 1,000 


years.
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Text C is taken from a blog about the benefits of plastic.


Why Plastic is Important in Modern Society?


Plastic has moulded the modern world and transformed life. There is no human activity where 
plastics do not play a key role. From clothing to shelter, from transport to communication and from 
entertainment to health care, plastic is essential. 


Plastic has many attractive properties: it is cheap, lightweight and strong. It can be super tough 
and rigid as well as flexible. The growing world population and our material consumption has put 
severe pressure on natural resources and our fragile eco-systems. Plastics can offer a cost-effective 
alternative.


Plastics are made from hydrocarbons which come from petroleum, a non-renewable resource. 
Nevertheless, the consumption of petroleum in the production of plastics is less than 5%. Processing 
many natural materials (glass, paper, wood, metals) consumes far more energy which leads to greater 
consumption of fossil fuels. When handled properly, plastics do little damage to our environment and 
have the advantage that they can be easily reprocessed and recycled.
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Text D is a webpage taken from Greenpeace’s website.


8 ways to reduce your plastic use
We’ve all seen the headlines about the environmental problems caused by plastics and the harsh 
statistics about how much plastic we throw away. So, what can we do to reduce our personal 
plastic footprints?


Here are our 8 top tips:


1. Carry a reusable bottle – In the UK we use over 13 billion plastic bottles every year. Carrying a 
reusable bottle reduces plastic use and saves money too! 


2. Say no to plastic straws – Discarded plastic straws are terrible for our oceans and over a billion 
are thrown away each day. Next time you order a drink, think about whether you need a straw. Ask 
your local pub to stop adding straws to drinks.


3. Take a reusable coffee cup – An incredible 2.5 billion coffee cups are thrown away every year 
in the UK – and less than 1 in 400 are recycled. Carry a reusable cup with you – some cafes even 
offer a small discount if you use your own cup!


4. Avoid excessive food packaging – A ridiculous amount of food is packaged in plastic, which 
quickly becomes rubbish. We can all try and cut down the plastic we use. Loose fruit and veg is also 
cheaper than pre-packaged alternatives!


5. Refill detergent bottle – Let’s face it, washing products are not good for the planet and neither 
are the plastic bottles they come in. The good news is that there is an increasing number of places 
where you can refill your old bottles.  


6. Say no to disposable cutlery – We’ve all been there – caught out in a cafe or at a train station 
when we’ve bought a salad or a yogurt but the only cutlery on offer is plastic! Whilst it’s hard to plan 
for every opportunity, consider carrying a spoon or fork (or spork!) in your bag or keeping cutlery in 
your desk at work.


7. Get your milk delivered – Although the early morning sound of a milk float is not as common as 
it used to be, there are still many places in the UK where you can get milk delivered in glass bottles 
– which are then collected and reused.  


8. Carry a shopping bag – Since the plastic bag charge was introduced in England, there’s been a 
massive 85% drop in their use. Many of us are used to carrying an extra bag with us but a shocking 
2 billion bags are still thrown away each year. If you still find it hard to remember, try a foldaway one 
that you can carry in your normal day bag.


Making just a few small changes can have a big impact on the obscene amount of plastic we use on 
a day-to-day basis. Start today to reduce our plastic for tomorrow. 
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Text E is taken from a newspaper and warns us about the amount of plastic in oceans.


Prince Charles warns that ‘plastic is now on the menu’ due 
to the amount ingested by fish
The Prince of Wales has warned that “plastic is now on the menu” due to the increasing amounts 
found in the fish that is caught for us to eat. He said action must be urgently taken to deal with plastic 
pollution in order to save the world’s marine life and oceans, stating that it may not be too late to turn 
the tide.


“The eight million tonnes of plastic that enter the sea every year – through our own doing – is now 
a global issue”, he told a conference on safeguarding the world’s oceans. “All the plastic that we 
have produced since the 1950s that has ended up in the ocean is still with us in some form, so that 
wherever you swim there are particles of plastic near you. We are very close to reaching the point 
when all wild-caught fish will contain plastic.”


The Prince warned that the growing threat to the world’s marine ecology had reached a critical point 
and that the irreversible damage to the Great Barrier Reef should act as a serious wake-up call for 
all nations. He stated, “It is crucial to create a system that allows plastics to be recovered, recycled 
and reused instead of created, used and then thrown away.”


Each year more than 300 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally, of which 10 per cent will end 
up in the sea, the equivalent of a rubbish truck of waste every minute. By 2050 that will increase to 
four trucks every minute. Chemicals from the plastic leak into the water, and it has been shown that 
humans who eat seafood ingest up to 11,000 pieces of microplastic each year.


The Prince of Wales highlighted the painful decision Canada took 25 years ago of closing a fishery, 
to protect northern cod due to over-fishing and mismanagement. He added: “Surely we must take 
equally far-sighted steps to deal with the atrocious quantity of plastic pollution?”


He later said he could not possibly face his grandchildren if he did not do something about the 
environment. He told ITV News: “I worry about your grandchildren and everybody else’s grandchildren, 
as well as my own. It seemed to me I couldn’t possibly face my grandchildren or yours at the end of 
the day when we’d completely mucked up the whole of our environment. Our planet is a living thing. 
We have to manage it and look after it and respect it and then it will respect us. At the moment we 
are driving it insane.”
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SECTION A: 40 marks 
 
TEXT A 


 
TEXT B 
 
A4. In text B, the writer states that tiny particles ‘contaminate our soil and water’. 


What is meant by the word ‘contaminate’?  [1] 
 
This question tests the ability to interpret meaning and ideas. 
 
Award one mark for an explanation which suggests: 
 
To soil / pollute / infect / to make impure / to poison / to damage 
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Text B


A4.	 In text B, the writer states that tiny particles ‘contaminate our soil and water’. What is meant by 
the word ‘contaminate’? 	 [1]
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SECTION A: 40 marks 
 
TEXT A 
 
A1. How many tonnes of plastic are used in the UK every year?  [1] 


 
This question tests the ability to use deduction skills to retrieve information and to 
refer to evidence within texts. 
 
Award one mark for:  
 
600,000 (tonnes) 


 


  





		ADP3115.tmp

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		INTRODUCTION

		General Instructions





		Blank Page

		ADP52F1.tmp

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		INTRODUCTION

		INTRODUCTION

		General Instructions

		General Instructions














Accepted



Sticky Note

1 mark












beechl

Accepted



Sticky Note

1 mark





		Blank Page










Accepted



Sticky Note

1 mark





		Blank Page










2


(3700U30-1)02


Examiner
only


SECTION A (Reading): 40 marks


In the separate Resource Material there are five texts on the theme of ‘Plastic’ labelled Text A-E. 
Read each text carefully and answer all the questions below that relate to each of the texts.  


Text A


A1.	 How many tonnes of plastic are used in the UK every year?	 [1]
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Text A is a poster giving information about the use of plastic bottles in the U.K. 
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RECYCLED PLASTIC
By recycling & recovering packaging 
material, fewer raw materials are used, 
reducing the amount of waste sent to 
landfill & the impact on the environment. 


1 tonne of plastic bottles being recycled 
saves 1.5 tonnes of carbon dioxide being 
released into the atmosphere.


PLANT-ASTIC
In 2011, Ecover introduced a green 
plastic made from sugarcane, which is 
100% renewable, reusable & recyclable.
Since 2011 Ecover has saved 120 tonnes 
of CO2, compared to regular plastic.
Plant-astic reduces the need for fossil 
fuels, which are non-renewable and a 
scarce resource.


2 MILLION
PLASTIC BOTTLES


ARE USED IN THE UK EVERY DAY


600,000 TONNES
OF PLASTIC IS USED IN THE UK 


EVERY YEAR


70%
OF BOTTLES


ARE 
SHIPPED 
TO ASIA


MORE THAN
50% IS


RECYCLED


THE 
REST GOES 


TO LANDFILL


UK LANDFILL 
SITES WILL BE 


FULL BY
2024


ONLY
30%


OF BOTTLES
GO TO UK 


RECYCLING
PLANTS
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Text B is an advert which encourages people to recycle plastic bottles.


Always recycle your plastic bottles 
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Your plastic bottle 
usually ends up 
in a landfill site, 


a waterway or an 
ocean.


You throw away your 
plastic bottle.


Your plastic bottle will 
slowly degrade by breaking 
down into tiny particles that 


contaminate our soil and 
water.


The whole process 
can take up to 1,000 


years.
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Text C is taken from a blog about the benefits of plastic.


Why Plastic is Important in Modern Society?


Plastic has moulded the modern world and transformed life. There is no human activity where 
plastics do not play a key role. From clothing to shelter, from transport to communication and from 
entertainment to health care, plastic is essential. 


Plastic has many attractive properties: it is cheap, lightweight and strong. It can be super tough 
and rigid as well as flexible. The growing world population and our material consumption has put 
severe pressure on natural resources and our fragile eco-systems. Plastics can offer a cost-effective 
alternative.


Plastics are made from hydrocarbons which come from petroleum, a non-renewable resource. 
Nevertheless, the consumption of petroleum in the production of plastics is less than 5%. Processing 
many natural materials (glass, paper, wood, metals) consumes far more energy which leads to greater 
consumption of fossil fuels. When handled properly, plastics do little damage to our environment and 
have the advantage that they can be easily reprocessed and recycled.
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Text D is a webpage taken from Greenpeace’s website.


8 ways to reduce your plastic use
We’ve all seen the headlines about the environmental problems caused by plastics and the harsh 
statistics about how much plastic we throw away. So, what can we do to reduce our personal 
plastic footprints?


Here are our 8 top tips:


1. Carry a reusable bottle – In the UK we use over 13 billion plastic bottles every year. Carrying a 
reusable bottle reduces plastic use and saves money too! 


2. Say no to plastic straws – Discarded plastic straws are terrible for our oceans and over a billion 
are thrown away each day. Next time you order a drink, think about whether you need a straw. Ask 
your local pub to stop adding straws to drinks.


3. Take a reusable coffee cup – An incredible 2.5 billion coffee cups are thrown away every year 
in the UK – and less than 1 in 400 are recycled. Carry a reusable cup with you – some cafes even 
offer a small discount if you use your own cup!


4. Avoid excessive food packaging – A ridiculous amount of food is packaged in plastic, which 
quickly becomes rubbish. We can all try and cut down the plastic we use. Loose fruit and veg is also 
cheaper than pre-packaged alternatives!


5. Refill detergent bottle – Let’s face it, washing products are not good for the planet and neither 
are the plastic bottles they come in. The good news is that there is an increasing number of places 
where you can refill your old bottles.  


6. Say no to disposable cutlery – We’ve all been there – caught out in a cafe or at a train station 
when we’ve bought a salad or a yogurt but the only cutlery on offer is plastic! Whilst it’s hard to plan 
for every opportunity, consider carrying a spoon or fork (or spork!) in your bag or keeping cutlery in 
your desk at work.


7. Get your milk delivered – Although the early morning sound of a milk float is not as common as 
it used to be, there are still many places in the UK where you can get milk delivered in glass bottles 
– which are then collected and reused.  


8. Carry a shopping bag – Since the plastic bag charge was introduced in England, there’s been a 
massive 85% drop in their use. Many of us are used to carrying an extra bag with us but a shocking 
2 billion bags are still thrown away each year. If you still find it hard to remember, try a foldaway one 
that you can carry in your normal day bag.


Making just a few small changes can have a big impact on the obscene amount of plastic we use on 
a day-to-day basis. Start today to reduce our plastic for tomorrow. 
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Text E is taken from a newspaper and warns us about the amount of plastic in oceans.


Prince Charles warns that ‘plastic is now on the menu’ due 
to the amount ingested by fish
The Prince of Wales has warned that “plastic is now on the menu” due to the increasing amounts 
found in the fish that is caught for us to eat. He said action must be urgently taken to deal with plastic 
pollution in order to save the world’s marine life and oceans, stating that it may not be too late to turn 
the tide.


“The eight million tonnes of plastic that enter the sea every year – through our own doing – is now 
a global issue”, he told a conference on safeguarding the world’s oceans. “All the plastic that we 
have produced since the 1950s that has ended up in the ocean is still with us in some form, so that 
wherever you swim there are particles of plastic near you. We are very close to reaching the point 
when all wild-caught fish will contain plastic.”


The Prince warned that the growing threat to the world’s marine ecology had reached a critical point 
and that the irreversible damage to the Great Barrier Reef should act as a serious wake-up call for 
all nations. He stated, “It is crucial to create a system that allows plastics to be recovered, recycled 
and reused instead of created, used and then thrown away.”


Each year more than 300 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally, of which 10 per cent will end 
up in the sea, the equivalent of a rubbish truck of waste every minute. By 2050 that will increase to 
four trucks every minute. Chemicals from the plastic leak into the water, and it has been shown that 
humans who eat seafood ingest up to 11,000 pieces of microplastic each year.


The Prince of Wales highlighted the painful decision Canada took 25 years ago of closing a fishery, 
to protect northern cod due to over-fishing and mismanagement. He added: “Surely we must take 
equally far-sighted steps to deal with the atrocious quantity of plastic pollution?”


He later said he could not possibly face his grandchildren if he did not do something about the 
environment. He told ITV News: “I worry about your grandchildren and everybody else’s grandchildren, 
as well as my own. It seemed to me I couldn’t possibly face my grandchildren or yours at the end of 
the day when we’d completely mucked up the whole of our environment. Our planet is a living thing. 
We have to manage it and look after it and respect it and then it will respect us. At the moment we 
are driving it insane.”
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A12. Look at Text D and Text E. Compare what the two texts say about the amount 
of plastic that is thrown away each year.  [10] 
 
This question tests the ability to interpret themes, meaning, ideas and information in 
a range of texts and comparing and evaluating the usefulness, relevance and 
presentation of content. 
 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit.  
 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify basic similarities and differences between the 
two texts. May struggle to engage.  
 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give a straightforward description of the 
similarities and differences between the two texts. 
 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify the similarities and differences between the two 
texts, and make some comparisons and / or contrasts. 
 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make detailed comparisons and contrasts with valid 
comments on the similarities and differences between the two texts.  
 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make comparisons and contrasts that are sustained 
and detailed, showing clear understanding of the similarities and differences between 
the two texts.  
 
Some areas candidates may wish to explore: 
 
Text D 


• we use over 13 billion bottles in the UK each year 
• 1 billion straws each year 
• we discard 2.5 billion coffee cups in the UK 
• less than 1 in 400 cups is recycled 
• a ‘ridiculous amount ‘of food is packaged in plastic 
• we have reduced the number of plastic bags used by 85% 
• we still throw away 2 billion plastic bags each year 
• the amount of plastic we use is referred to as obscene 
• we need to take personal responsibility / find personal solutions 


Text E 
• 8 million tonnes of plastic enter the sea each year 
• all plastic since 1950 is still with us 
• there’s so much plastic that it will be near you every time you swim in the sea 
• 10% of all plastic produced ends up in oceans / not much is recycled 
• the amount is increasing (by the truck load) 
• the amount is referred to as ‘atrocious quantity of plastic pollution’ 
• globally we need to reduce this, ‘manage it’ 
• the amount is so great that it ends up in food / food chain / is consumed 


            Overview 
• both say it is a huge amount / increasing problem 
• both say the amount needs to be reduced because it is so detrimental 


 
 
 Reward valid alternatives. 
  





		ADPAA34.tmp

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		INTRODUCTION

		INTRODUCTION

		General Instructions

		General Instructions





		Blank Page

		ADP8120.tmp

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		GCSE MARKING SCHEME

		INTRODUCTION

		INTRODUCTION

		General Instructions

		General Instructions














Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Pencil



Sticky Note

Some relevant evidence / selection. Not always clearly on task. 



Sticky Note

3 marks





		Blank Page










Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Pencil







Accepted



Sticky Note

Some overview. Attempts to compare. Limited points.



Sticky Note

4 marks





		Blank Page










Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Accepted



Accepted







Accepted



Accepted



Sticky Note

Some clear understanding. Uneven balance. Well standard evidence. 



Sticky Note

8 marks





		Blank Page










8


(3700U30-1)


Examiner
only


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


A12.	 Look at Text D and Text E. Compare what the two texts say about the amount of plastic that 
is thrown away each year. 	 [10]


		  You must make it clear from which text you get your information. 
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Text D is a webpage taken from Greenpeace’s website.


8 ways to reduce your plastic use
We’ve all seen the headlines about the environmental problems caused by plastics and the harsh 
statistics about how much plastic we throw away. So, what can we do to reduce our personal 
plastic footprints?


Here are our 8 top tips:


1. Carry a reusable bottle – In the UK we use over 13 billion plastic bottles every year. Carrying a 
reusable bottle reduces plastic use and saves money too! 


2. Say no to plastic straws – Discarded plastic straws are terrible for our oceans and over a billion 
are thrown away each day. Next time you order a drink, think about whether you need a straw. Ask 
your local pub to stop adding straws to drinks.


3. Take a reusable coffee cup – An incredible 2.5 billion coffee cups are thrown away every year 
in the UK – and less than 1 in 400 are recycled. Carry a reusable cup with you – some cafes even 
offer a small discount if you use your own cup!


4. Avoid excessive food packaging – A ridiculous amount of food is packaged in plastic, which 
quickly becomes rubbish. We can all try and cut down the plastic we use. Loose fruit and veg is also 
cheaper than pre-packaged alternatives!


5. Refill detergent bottle – Let’s face it, washing products are not good for the planet and neither 
are the plastic bottles they come in. The good news is that there is an increasing number of places 
where you can refill your old bottles.  


6. Say no to disposable cutlery – We’ve all been there – caught out in a cafe or at a train station 
when we’ve bought a salad or a yogurt but the only cutlery on offer is plastic! Whilst it’s hard to plan 
for every opportunity, consider carrying a spoon or fork (or spork!) in your bag or keeping cutlery in 
your desk at work.


7. Get your milk delivered – Although the early morning sound of a milk float is not as common as 
it used to be, there are still many places in the UK where you can get milk delivered in glass bottles 
– which are then collected and reused.  


8. Carry a shopping bag – Since the plastic bag charge was introduced in England, there’s been a 
massive 85% drop in their use. Many of us are used to carrying an extra bag with us but a shocking 
2 billion bags are still thrown away each year. If you still find it hard to remember, try a foldaway one 
that you can carry in your normal day bag.


Making just a few small changes can have a big impact on the obscene amount of plastic we use on 
a day-to-day basis. Start today to reduce our plastic for tomorrow. 
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Text E is taken from a newspaper and warns us about the amount of plastic in oceans.


Prince Charles warns that ‘plastic is now on the menu’ due 
to the amount ingested by fish
The Prince of Wales has warned that “plastic is now on the menu” due to the increasing amounts 
found in the fish that is caught for us to eat. He said action must be urgently taken to deal with plastic 
pollution in order to save the world’s marine life and oceans, stating that it may not be too late to turn 
the tide.


“The eight million tonnes of plastic that enter the sea every year – through our own doing – is now 
a global issue”, he told a conference on safeguarding the world’s oceans. “All the plastic that we 
have produced since the 1950s that has ended up in the ocean is still with us in some form, so that 
wherever you swim there are particles of plastic near you. We are very close to reaching the point 
when all wild-caught fish will contain plastic.”


The Prince warned that the growing threat to the world’s marine ecology had reached a critical point 
and that the irreversible damage to the Great Barrier Reef should act as a serious wake-up call for 
all nations. He stated, “It is crucial to create a system that allows plastics to be recovered, recycled 
and reused instead of created, used and then thrown away.”


Each year more than 300 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally, of which 10 per cent will end 
up in the sea, the equivalent of a rubbish truck of waste every minute. By 2050 that will increase to 
four trucks every minute. Chemicals from the plastic leak into the water, and it has been shown that 
humans who eat seafood ingest up to 11,000 pieces of microplastic each year.


The Prince of Wales highlighted the painful decision Canada took 25 years ago of closing a fishery, 
to protect northern cod due to over-fishing and mismanagement. He added: “Surely we must take 
equally far-sighted steps to deal with the atrocious quantity of plastic pollution?”


He later said he could not possibly face his grandchildren if he did not do something about the 
environment. He told ITV News: “I worry about your grandchildren and everybody else’s grandchildren, 
as well as my own. It seemed to me I couldn’t possibly face my grandchildren or yours at the end of 
the day when we’d completely mucked up the whole of our environment. Our planet is a living thing. 
We have to manage it and look after it and respect it and then it will respect us. At the moment we 
are driving it insane.”
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Editing (5 marks) 
 
In this part of the paper you will be assessed for the quality of your understanding and 
editing skills. 
 
A14. Circle the word that best fits the meaning of the sentence below: 


 
I would not …………. attended the meeting if I’d known. [1] 
 
3. have  
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Editing (5 marks)


In this part of the paper you will be assessed for the quality of your understanding and editing skills.


A14.	 Circle the word that best fits the meaning of the sentence below: 


	 I would not . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . attended the meeting if I’d known.	 [1]


		  of


		  maybe


		  have


		  only
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Editing (5 marks) 
 
In this part of the paper you will be assessed for the quality of your understanding and 
editing skills. 
 


 
A17. Read the text below which consists of sentences in the wrong order and show 


your understanding by answering the questions that follow: 
 


1. A sandwich has been left out for him in the kitchen. 
2. Jacob’s shift finally ends just before ten in the evening. 
3. He drives home, looking forward to getting something to eat. 
4. After parking the car on his drive, he heads inside. 
5. Happily, he picks it up and begins to eat. 


 
(a) Which sentence should come second in the text? Write the number of the 


sentence below. [1] 
 


3. He drives home, looking forward to getting something to eat 
 


(b) Which sentence should come third in the text?  Write the number of the 
sentence below.  [1] 


 
4. After parking the car on his drive, he heads inside. 


 
Actual order: Jacob’s shift finally ends just before ten in the evening. He drives home, 
looking forward to getting something to eat. After parking the car on his drive, he 
heads inside. A sandwich has been left out for him in the kitchen. Happily, he picks it 
up and begins to eat. 
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A17.	 Read the text below which consists of sentences in the wrong order and show your understanding 


by answering the questions that follow:


	 1.	 A sandwich has been left out for him in the kitchen.
	 2.	 Jacob’s shift finally ends just before ten in the evening.
	 3.	 He drives home, looking forward to getting something to eat.
	 4.	 After parking the car on his drive, he heads inside.
	 5.	 Happily, he picks it up and begins to eat. 


	 (a)	 Which sentence should come second in the text? Write the number of the sentence 
below.	 [1]


		  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


	 (b)	 Which sentence should come third in the text? Write the number of the sentence below.
 	 [1]


		  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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