
 2019 Online Exam Review

EDUQAS A LEVEL SPANISH - A810U20-1 

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 682 4.1 0.9 5 82.3 99.8

2a 683 2.9 1.5 5 57.5 100
2b 682 5.7 2.9 10 57.5 99.8
3a 683 4.5 1 6 75.6 100
3b 682 3.4 0.9 4 84.2 99.8
4a 683 8.4 1.5 10 83.6 100
4b 683 4.1 1.1 5 83 100
5 683 3.3 1.4 5 65.4 100
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

The verb "destacar" was understood as /to struggle/ by the candidate, and therefore it does not translate the original meaning faithfully.This is a common verb which has been targeted in several occasions in previous examination series.



Sticky Note

The translation of "imán" was not expected to be literal. Anything conveying the concept of 'a positive factor that may encourage people to migrate' was awarded a mark for this section.



Sticky Note

The use of /developing/ instead of /developed/ or /wealthy/ betrays the intended meaning in the source text and does not make sense within the context.  



Sticky Note

Candidates were expected to convey the idea of "attraction factors" to remain faithful to the tone in the source text.



Sticky Note

A very sophisticated translation where this candidate has played with sentence structure to get around "factores de expulsión" /the reasoning behind leaving/ and "encabezan la lista" /main/.Examiners had a very open mind when marking this section where more literal translations such as /factors of expulsion/ were awarded a mark. This re-structuring made the translation of "los llamados" / the so-scalled/ unnecessary and therefore this candidate was awarded the allocated two marks for this section.



Sticky Note

"factores de expulsión" was translated as "main factor". Examiners agreed to accept a wide range of translations referring to the idea of being compelled to leave, including "expulsion factors"



Sticky Note

The use of the wrong preposition changes the meaning of this section to the opposite, showing that the candidate did not understand this section of the source text. A common sense approach and thinking carefully about the nature and context of this text would have helped infer meaning.
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Sticky Note

This answer shows both understanding and manipulation, therefore the mark was awarded. 



Sticky Note

Candidates who mention the exhibition of the work by a German photographer were awarded this mark.



Sticky Note

The first part of the answer was too ambiguous, candidates had to convey the concept of "rutas históricas". Additionally, "celebaron" is not a Spanish word.In order to show understanding of both the answer and the question, the second part of the answer needed to refer to "almost everywhere". The response here refers to "regones", which would have not been understood by a sympathetic native speaker. 



Sticky Note

In order to obtain two marks for this question, candidates had to disagree with the statement and provide evidence of why the statement was wrong.



Sticky Note

Although the answer required needed to convey the idea of "everywhere in the country", this answer is considered close enough to the desired outcome and a mark was awarded. 



Sticky Note

Although this candidate attempted to answer this question, lack of clarity in "varidad" and "accessorar" made the answer incomprehensible. 



Sticky Note

Candidates needed to manipulate "la juventud". Alternative answers could have been "los jóvenes", "la gente jóven".
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Question 6 
 
Lee el extracto de la novela Recordarán tu nombre de Lorenzo Silva y luego responde a las 
preguntas siguientes en español. 
 
Puedes utilizar palabras tomadas del texto, pero no debes copiar frases palabra por 
palabra. No se requieren frases completas; si procede, puedes utilizar palabras sueltas. [10] 
 
(a) ¿Qué tipo de pasajeros transportaban los aviones que menciona el texto? [1] 
 


Generales / militares 
 
(b) ¿Qué partes de la historia española se verán afectadas por las consecuencias de 


estos vuelos? Escribe tres detalles. [3] 
 


El verano siguiente / la guerra / y muchos años después de la guerra. 
 
(c) ¿A qué pasajero creía el piloto que iba a llevar? [1] 
 


Pensaba que iba a llevar a un líder norteafricano (de Marruecos). 
 
(d) ¿Qué organizaciones estaban involucradas en el plan? Escribe tres detalles. [3] 
 


Un banco / la prensa / el servicio de inteligencia británico (MI6) 
 
(e) ¿Quién era el pasajero secreto y qué ropa llevaba puesta? [2] 
 


Era el general Franco // y llevaba ropa normal / de paisano / no militar 
 
Reading Comprehension Question requiring a response in Spanish 
• If a candidate uses English words in the response, no mark will be awarded. 
• No marks will be awarded for copying complete sections lifted from the text. 
• Answers in Spanish which have a Spanish spelling which is incorrect, but 


nevertheless understandable, will generally be accepted unless otherwise stated. 
• Minor errors and inaccuracies in lexis and structure which do not affect meaning will 


be tolerated. 
• If a candidate writes a different answer to that given on the mark scheme and that 


answer conveys the same meaning, the mark should be awarded. 
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Sticky Note

The text refers to wealthy countries, not to underdeveloped countries, which contradicts the following sentence. Candidates should check for consistency of meaning when translating.



Sticky Note

/provoked/ does not work in this sentence and can be confusing. /Caused/ was the expected and natural translation of "provocados".



Sticky Note

/motives of instability/ results in unclear English.



Sticky Note

The verb "destacar" is not understood by the candidate. This verb has been often targeted in past examination series.



Sticky Note

The verb "buscar" is expected to be understood at A Level, as it is of common occurrence in several topics of the syllabus. 



Sticky Note

The verb "fomentar" could be inferred from the context in this instance with relative ease. Candidates need to be trained to look at the text as a whole, as well as in smaller sections.



Sticky Note

This section is not clear. Candidates are advised to think about how the translation reads in English and find a way to covey idiomatic language effectively.








(Lift)
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Sticky Note

This response shows understanding of both question and source text, and a successful attempt at manipulating the language provided in the extract. 



Sticky Note

Although the candidate attempts to respond,  they do not give detail showing comprehension of the text and the question and do not show any manipulation (see marking scheme)



Sticky Note

This answer was copied directly from the text. This candidate could have obtained the mark with a very simple manipulation, e.g. "un líder del norte de África" or "un comandante norteafricano". 



Sticky Note

Three clear details are provided by this candidate, showing good understanding and ability to answer in their own words by using some words from the text without lifting them directly and keeping manipulation simple. 



Sticky Note

A simple answer was required in this question to obtain the mark. This answer shows how minimal manipulation can be achieved to a good effect.
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Sticky Note

Although the journey by sea is not clearly addressed, it can be inferred from the answer and therefore a mark is awarded. 



Sticky Note

The presence of the German photographer is picked up by this candidate in order to respond to this question successfully.



Sticky Note

Although the candidate fails to fulfil the first part of this question ("las rutas/recorridos históricas/os"), they clearly answer the second part of the question, being awarded one mark.



Sticky Note

Both parts of the question are successfully addressed.



Sticky Note

This is an example of straightforward manipulation by referring the the country, which is what the presenter means when he talks about "la isla"



Sticky Note

The candidate answers this question successfully, as misspelling does not interfere with communication in this instance. 



Sticky Note

This candidate is awarded a mark, as they show understanding of both script and question, and they do not simply transcribe what they can hear "la juventud".
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Question 2 (B) Answer 
 
Escucha la segunda parte del programa de radio: Cultura en el verano cubano y luego 
responde a las preguntas siguientes en español. 
 
Puedes utilizar palabras tomadas del texto, pero no debes copiar frases palabra por 
palabra. No se requieren frases completas; si procede, puedes utilizar palabras sueltas.
 [10] 
 
(a) ¿Quiénes serán los protagonistas de la Feria de Arte de la Rampa?  [1] 
 


La gente joven. 
 
(b) ¿Qué dos aspectos atractivos tendrá la oferta cinematográfica?   [2] 
 


Habrá estilos diferentes (1) y podrá verse en zonas remotas/ inaccesibles. (1) 
 
(c) ¿Dónde se celebrará el Festival de Cine?  [1] 
 


Tendrá lugar por todo el país. 
 
(d) Las actividades literarias serán los fines de semana, ¿estás de acuerdo? Justifica tu 


respuesta. [2] 
 


No (1). Serán los jueves (21 de julio y 18 de agosto). (1) 
 
(e) ¿Qué actividades resultan especialmente exitosas y dónde se realizan?  [2] 
 


Las rutas históricas (1) que se realizan en las provincias. (1) 
 
(f) ¿Cómo sabemos que la programación cultural tiene un carácter internacional? [1] 
 


Porque hay una exposición de un fotógrafo alemán / Hay una ruta africana 
 
(g) ¿Qué inspiró la exposición del famoso fotógrafo germánico? [1] 
 


El mar/ el océano / el viaje de EE.UU. a Cuba, etc. 
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Sticky Note

A good answer. However, candidates should not feel obliged to include part of the question in their answers if this does not serve a specific purpose.



Sticky Note

The question is asking for details of the organization involved, not the people involved. Candidates need to read the question carefully and understand what information is required from the text.



Sticky Note

A successful answer which would have also deserved the mark even without the first seven words of the candidate's sentence.



Sticky Note

A very good attempt to answer all aspects of this question, clearly and successfully.



Sticky Note

An effective answer with slight, clear manipulation 
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Sticky Note

A simple manipulation ('viaje" instead of "travesía") would have gained a mark.



Sticky Note

The second part of the answer addresses the question successfully and is therefore granted a mark.



Sticky Note

An example of how a slight manipulation of the source text is enough to gain two marks.



Sticky Note

Both parts of the question are answered successfully.



Sticky Note

The expected answer was "all over the country", not just in places difficult to access.



Sticky Note

The first part of this question is answered effectively but the second part misses the idea of "more inaccessible places" required to obtain the second mark.



Sticky Note

This is a straight lift and not deserving of a mark. A simple manipulation such as "los jóvenes" would have sufficed.
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Sticky Note

The word "guerrilla", currently in the English dictionary, caused problems to many candidates who translated it as /gorilla/ , /gorrilla/, etc. The best candidates managed to translate it adequately. 



Sticky Note

/forefront/ for "encabezan" shows clear understanding of the source text and is therefore awarded the mark for this section. 



Sticky Note

The candidate copes well with the translation so far and manages to render a clear translation. The word "imán" was conveyed here effectively with /motive/ although later in the text the word /reasons/ would have produced a more idiomatic and natural translation into English given the context. Candidates are advised to read their translations and consider expressions which do not translate well when conveyed literally.



Sticky Note

/Following/ does not convey the idea of /pushing factors/
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SECTION C – TRANSLATION (40 MARKS) 
 
Question 7 [20] 
 
Translate the following text into English. 
 
Desde la década de los 90 existe un aumento constante en el deseo de emigración en 
varios países latinoamericanos. Los llamados factores de expulsión encabezan la lista de 
razones: problemas como el desempleo y la pobreza extrema, la inseguridad personal y la 
incertidumbre política. 
 
Además, hay factores de atracción que fomentan el movimiento. Las economías de las 
naciones desarrolladas y sus mercados laborales pujantes son un imán para los jóvenes 
profesionales latinoamericanos que buscan mejores opciones. 
 
En el caso de Argentina, destacan el desempleo y la inestabilidad financiera. En cuanto a 
Colombia, prevalecen los motivos de inseguridad, provocados por la presencia de los 
grupos guerrilleros en varios departamentos de ese país, así como las dificultades 
económicas. 
 
The translation from Spanish into English is marked according to AO2. The translation is 
divided into 20 sections with one mark per section. 
 
The table below shows an English translation which is acceptable for each section of the 
text. Valid alternative translations are included. Similarly, translations which should be 
rejected are given. If candidates offer translations which are not listed, these should be 
considered acceptable, if they convey the same intended meaning. Should a candidate 
misspell a word, provided there is no ambiguity, the mark should be awarded. It is 
important to mark positively. Valid alternatives will be discussed at the examiners' 
conference. 
 
 Original English Text Acceptable 


translation 
Valid 
Alternative 


Reject 


1 Desde la década de 
los 90 


Since the 90s   


2 existe un aumento 
constante 


there has been a 
constant growth  


there is a 
constant 
growth 


 


3 en el deseo de 
emigración en varios 
países 
latinoamericanos. 


in the desire to 
emigrate in several 
Latin-American 
countries. 


 in multiple 
countries 


4 Los llamados 
factores de 
expulsión 


The so-called push 
factors 


expulsion 
factors 


 


5 encabezan la lista 
de razones: 


top the list of 
reasons: 


  


6 problemas como el 
desempleo 


problems such as 
unemployment  


Like  
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Examiner
only


Question 2 (B) 


Escucha la segunda parte del programa de radio: Cultura en el verano cubano y luego responde a 
las preguntas siguientes en español.


Puedes utilizar palabras tomadas del texto pero no debes copiar frases palabra por palabra. No 
se requieren frases completas; si procede, puedes utilizar palabras sueltas. [10]


 (a) ¿Quiénes serán los protagonistas de la Feria de Arte de la Rampa?  [1]


 


 (b) ¿Qué dos aspectos atractivos tendrá la oferta cinematográfica?  [2]


 


 


 (c) ¿Dónde se celebrará el Festival de Cine? [1]


 


 (d) Las actividades literarias serán los fines de semana, ¿estás de acuerdo? Justifica tu 
respuesta. [2]


 


 


 (e) ¿Qué actividades resultan especialmente exitosas y dónde se realizan? [2]


 


 


 (f) ¿Cómo sabemos que la programación cultural tiene un carácter internacional?  [1]


 


 (g) ¿Qué inspiró la exposición del famoso fotógrafo germánico? [1]
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Sticky Note

Manipulation of part of one sentence containing the two required aspects of the question, leading to two marks awarded.



Sticky Note

Not enough detail is provided by the candidate (see marking scheme).



Sticky Note

Minimal manipulation is required if at all possible. This is a case where manipulation could have been done easily as seen in other exemplars.



Sticky Note

 The third part of the question is not clear, as it does not make much grammatical sense. Therefore, two out of three possible marks are awarded.



Sticky Note

A clear answer deserving a mark.







