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EDUQAS AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES: COMPONENT 2 

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1A 464 14.6 5.9 25 58.3 73.3

1B 458 14.3 5.7 25 57.1 72.3

2A 154 9.5 4.9 25 38.1 24.3

2B 139 8.5 6.3 25 33.9 22

3A 478 11.8 5.7 25 47.2 75.5

3B 475 10.2 6.5 25 40.9 75

4A 63 11.1 6.7 25 44.4 9.9

4B 58 10.6 6.8 25 42.5 9.2

5A 70 10.3 7.2 25 41.1 11.1

5B 73 11.9 4.1 25 47.7 11.5
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Sticky Note

A feature of some lower Band answers is that phrases such as 'a priori' and 'deductive' are included in an answer, but true understanding of these terms and how they relate to ontological arguments, is lacking.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate has done fairly well to include a number of aspects from St. Anselm's first form. It can be seen, however, that the way in which this is presented is in a 'basic' fashion where further development is needed in order for the answer to become nearer to 'satisfactory.' 



 

Sticky Note

The candidate has separated the two forms of St. Anselm's ontological argument. However the reference to 'necessary' does not shed light on why God being necessary is an integral part to the second form of the argument. The candidate knows to some extent what it means for God to be necessary,  but not how this relates to the argument that God therefore exists necessarily. 







 

Sticky Note

Whilst some credit is allowed for using material pertaining to the ontological argument, the question is far wider than that. This candidate has limited her/his mark by not widening the scope of their answer.



 

Sticky Note

Band 2, 9 marks. This is a classic 'limited knowledge and understanding' which does address 'some of the demands of the question set.' This could be used as a template for teachers or students to fill in what this candidate has not included.



 

Sticky Note

This kind of response was very common. That is, an answer which confined itself solely to an evaluation of the ontological argument. Examiners were clearly told that we must distinguish between the question set and a question which was not set on the evaluation of the ontological argument. 







 

Sticky Note

There is some valid use of Malcolm. However, the fact that this just reinforces the evaluation of the ontological argument means that credit does not continue to be given to this aspect of the answer.



 

Sticky Note

It is obvious that the candidate has some knowledge and understanding of other forms of the ontological argument. They can also use these to evaluative the efficacy of these arguments. However, as said previously, the question is looking for much more. candidates could evaluate the persuasiveness of 'a priori' versus 'a posteriori' for example.







 

Sticky Note

This scored Band 2, 8 marks. There was indeed 'some valid analysis' but it contained a 'limited number of issues raised by the question set.' The Specification does require candidates to analyse 'a priori' arguments in themselves as well as analysing examples of 'a priori arguments.'  
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Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


2 11111111111111 
8702 


Leave 
blank 



 

Sticky Note

It is important in an 'outline' question that it is responded to in that fashion. This means getting straight into the answer and realising that everything that a candidate knows about a topic cannot be written in the time available. So many answers that the team read ran out of time on the subsequent question because they had not heeded the trigger word.



 

Sticky Note

Weaker answers, which this is not, tended to omit the idea that a theodicy, to be successful, needs to retain the characteristics of the God of Classical Theism.



 

Sticky Note

Many candidates who answer in a methodical fashion by means of 'firstly' and so on, tended to score relatively more highly than those that did not. It seemed to work as a memory aid, allowing the candidate to approach the response in a sequenced way.  



 

Sticky Note

The first part is thorough, accurate and relevant' (in the time available) with the candidate identifying the perfect creation and privation. They go together 'perfectly.' 



 

Sticky Note

Not only does the candidate show awareness of the types of evil, they also understand that this type of theodicy lays the blame on free will. Even more awareness is shown by the fact that the candidate references the free will of both fallen angels AND humans as the cause of evil.



 

Sticky Note

Accurate reference is made to sacred texts.' The writing flows so well, in such a coherent order that this point leads smoothly on to the idea of 'original sin.' 







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
Leave 
blank 



 

Sticky Note

This shows how natural disasters can be as the result of human action as well as due to the malfunctioning of nature.  



 

Sticky Note

Suffering being a fitting punishment is shown as the third point which ends this logical sequence of explanation. No doubt if this question concerned only Augustinian type theodicies, the candidate might have developed the idea of there still being hope. Time does not permit everything in an 'outline' question.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


4 


- - --


11111111111111 
8704 


Leave 
blank 



 

Sticky Note

This is 'accurate and relevant.' The references to 'imperfect' 'free will' and 'develop into God's likeness' show knowledge and understanding. Again, development is not possible in the time available but the information flows logically and it is clear the candidate has very much understood the ideas.



 

Sticky Note

More key ideas such as God's characteristics and free will are presented furthering the image of this answer being 'extensive and relevant.'



 

Sticky Note

Features of stronger responses included the understanding that Irenaean type theodicies are also referred to as 'Educative theodicies.' This clearly shows the candidate recognises the point that suffering is supposedly for a reason.



 

Sticky Note

The 'extensive' breadth continues by the relevant inclusion of Hick with an allusion to other aspects, including the counterfactual hypothesis and the need for free will. 



 

Sticky Note

Band 5, 25 marks. In the time available to the candidate has clearly presented a part essay illustrating 'thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.' This answer can be answered in a variety of different ways which still could achieve a Band 5. This 'answers the specific demands of the question.'







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


5 11111111111111 
8705 


Leave 
blank 



 

Sticky Note

It is understandable that candidates wish to put answers in context. As a homework piece with plenty of time available, as teachers, we may well expect this paragraph. However, under time-constraints just addressing the question 'head on' would be perfectly acceptable.  



 

Sticky Note

As an examiner, a question I always ask myself is 'if I did not know what the question is, would I know if this is AO1 or AO2?' In this instance, there is a considerable amount of AO1 information present. The candidate does do something with it, in terms of analysis, but in order to present 'confident critical analysis' the candidate should dispose of some purely AO1 material. 



 

Sticky Note

This does beg the question. In order to score more highly with this line of reasoning, the candidate needs to suggest WHY this point may be valid.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


6 11111111111111 
8706 


Leav1 
blan~ 



 

Sticky Note

This furthers the point that the candidate needs to provide a reason.



 

Sticky Note

Whilst presenting some information, phrases such as 'in further defence of..' and 'it wasn't God's will.' allows this material to be used in an evaluative fashion. 



 

Sticky Note

This illustrates the same point as the first line of argument. It is raising 'the main issues' but for the top of Band 4 and higher there needs to be more of a focus on deliberate evaluation.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


7 11111111111111 
8707 


Leave 
blank 



 

Sticky Note

Obviously this is a very prominent criticism of Augustinian type theodicies. One can see that at the end of this paragraph, the candidate uses this material as part of her/his evaluation. That is, by showing a weakness inherent in the theodicy, they thereby suggest that it cannot solve the problem of evil.



 

Sticky Note

a!







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


~ -~--- -


8 11111111111111 
8708 


Leav 
blan! 



 

Sticky Note

Another view given which is 'clearly supported with evidence.'



 

Sticky Note

The candidate clearly knew what s/he was aiming at. There are several lines of reasoning given, related to the problem of evil with a conclusion drawn. This shows it is 'purposeful analysis.' It scored Band 4, 18 marks. The comments previously suggest that a more 'perceptive evaluation of the issue' would have needed the candidate to include less pure AO1 material.
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Component 2: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Outline Augustinian type and Irenaean type theodicies.  [AO1 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  


 
• For Augustine, God is not responsible for the creation of evil. God created the world 


wholly good, as Genesis maintains and cannot be blamed for evil. Augustine refers to 
evil as a lack of goodness; the example of blindness as a lack or privation of sight 
helps to explain this concept.  


• Evil is a direct result of the consequences of The Fall. Evil is the deliberate turning 
away from God, caused by the free will of humans and angels.  


• All humans are ‘seminally present’ in Adam. This means that, as humans descend 
from Adam, all humans are guilty, hence original sin and original guilt. All therefore 
deserve to suffer. The exception is Jesus who was not seminally present in Adam. 


• This is a ‘soul-deciding’ theodicy. Humans can make free will choices to work towards 
a new relationship with God or to reject God. Free will is therefore a necessity. 


• ‘Possible worlds’ may be considered, perhaps in relation to Plantinga. This is a 
philosophical idea that the world as it is just right for free will to meaningfully exist and 
for a relationship with God to be formed. 


• God is merciful. All deserve to be punished but some will undergo redemption through 
Christ’s Atonement, which means that his death was a ‘happy mistake’ (Felix Culpa). 


• Ireneaus said that God did not make the world perfectly. He looks to Genesis 1 verse 
26 to support his view, suggesting that ‘image’ and ‘likeness’ represent two different 
stages. The world was made imperfectly and will develop into perfection. 


• This suggests that God may be partially responsible for suffering as he did not make 
the world free from flaws.  


• John Hick developed this soul-making theodicy. God creates humans imperfectly in 
order that they can develop over time. Free will allows the choice to follow good or 
evil. If there was no evil, then there could be no choice. Evil therefore allows the 
development of the soul fit for heaven.  


• Likewise the world has to be a place of pain as well as pleasure because otherwise 
this would be a fabricated world which would not allow for genuine development.  


• God creates at an ‘epistemic distance’ and goodness and perfection are found 
through willing co-operation with God. This gap of knowledge is the difference 
between imperfection and perfection and can be transformed through learning noble 
qualities as a result of suffering. These would include compassion and generosity, 
both of which can result from experiencing moral and/or natural evil. 


• Evil and suffering are worthwhile because of the eventual outcome. This theodicy 
relies on there being an afterlife because for some, soul-making may continue after 
death. This ultimate reward for all will justify all of the suffering experienced on earth. 
Human goodness will come from making free and responsible choices, in situations of 
difficulty and temptation.  


• This is better than being born into goodness with no chance to grow or develop. This 
is because choosing God is worthwhile whereas being forced to follow God is of no 
use at all. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Augustinian type theodicies fail to solve the problem of evil.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• It could be argued that saying that evil is a privation denies the reality of 


evil. Evil is not just the absence of good but it is a living presence in the 
lives of many. It also makes no sense to say that the perfect world 
became imperfect. If there is no evil in existence then how can bad 
choices be made? 


• On scientific grounds Augustine’s theodicy can be rejected. Humans are 
not descendants of Adam thus demolishing a major premise of the 
theodicy. It may also call into doubt the historicity of The Fall. Some would 
contest that humans are advancing from a primitive to a more developed 
state and not degenerating as Augustine suggested. 


• As the majority of humans are destined for hell this suggests that hell was 
part of the world that God created. This not only goes against his 
suggestion that there was no evil at the origin of the universe but it also 
suggests that God has committed a major design flaw. 


• However, the notion that humans must suffer as a punishment for sinning 
is an accepted idea in Jewish and Islamic circles and so is in accordance 
with major world faiths. Its basis in Scripture may also suggest that it 
succeeds.  


• Indeed, our expectation that cause and effect as a system works in our 
world consolidates the success of the theodicy. All actions have 
consequences, many of which can last for a very long period of time. 


• It can free God from blame. It points the finger directly at angels and 
humans showing the innate desire of all humans to turn from what is 
good. Augustine exemplified this by saying that all humans commit 
concupiscence (a desire to turn from human to God) and this can be seen 
in the example of a newly born twin who pushed its sibling off its mother’s 
breast in order to secure the lion’s share of milk. Until that time, Augustine 
had thought that sin was a learned attitude which developed as one got 
older. This altered his view. 


• Some will say that this theodicy justifies ‘innocent’ suffering as through his 
inheritance of guilt doctrine, no one is innocent. However, Rowe and Paul 
would argue that innocent and animal sufferings are not justified. Animals 
do not inherit Adam’s sin so why do they suffer? 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
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Sticky Note

This is a fairly common introduction though not completely correct regarding 'the conclusion.' Stronger scripts could suggest examples of the deductive/analytic aspects of ontological arguments or even 'set up' the series of premises and a conclusion.



 

Sticky Note

Some 'satisfactory' aspects of Anselm's argument are present, but this is not sustained and is certainly not the 'detailed' needed for Band 4.



 

Sticky Note

The reasoning is vague and with no mention of two forms of Anselm's argument, it suggests that the candidate has 'breadth in some areas' only.  



 

Sticky Note

The candidate realises the context of Anselm's second form, that is, the criticism from Gaunilo. They can give an explanation of 'necessary.'







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 
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Sticky Note

To go beyond a response which 'generally answers the main demands of the question set' there needs to be so much more. There has been no unpacking of the definition of God and what that really means for St. Anselm. Exactly why God must have existence in order to match up to his definition is not explained. The candidate scored Band 3, 12 marks. 







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 
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Sticky Note

The fact that ontological arguments are mentioned here sets the scene for the rest of the part-essay. Whilst using ontological arguments in the answer is valid, it needs to be done sparingly. The Specification asks candidates to look at 'a priori' arguments as a whole rather than just one example of them. In terms of marking, we must distinguish this question from one which asks the candidate to evaluate the ontological argument itself. Higher marks need to look beyond ontological arguments. 



 

Sticky Note

Descartes ia a valid inclusion. Had the candidate used the last few lines to suggest that a posteriori arguments are therefore more persuasive than a priori ones, then this would have allowed them to move to a higher mark.



 

Sticky Note

The conclusion gives us no more than the previous paragraph. So far, the response is 'satisfactory.'







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
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Sticky Note

This is now most definitely an evaluation of the ontological argument solely. Thus it is not a 'effective evaluation of the issue' which is what is needed for Band 4.



 

Sticky Note

This is more in line with what the question requires and enhances the position of the mark in Band 3.



 

Sticky Note

This is an argument relating to cosmological arguments.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 
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Sticky Note

This could have been used to suggest that the nature of a priori arguments per se is flawed. However, this is not done here so a 'satisfactory' inclusion.



 

Sticky Note

Band 3, 15 marks. Examiners did credit examples used from the ontological argument. However, they also credited more highly those candidates that did specifically answer the question set. This included those who contrasted the persuasiveness of different types of arguments as well as suggesting that a priori arguments can be simply circular ones.  
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COMPONENT 2 – An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


3. (a)	 Examine	Anselm’s	ontological	argument. [25]


(b) ‘A priori	arguments	for	God’s	existence	are	persuasive.’
Evaluate this view. [25]
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Section B 
 
3. (a) Examine Anselm’s ontological argument. [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The ontological argument is a deductive argument, that is, the process of 


reasoning from one or more statements to a logical conclusion. It is 'a 
priori' based on theoretical deduction rather than from observation or 
experience. 


• The ontological argument can be found in Anselm’s Proslogion and it is 
important to look at his definition of God from Chapter 2. This definition of 
God is of ‘a being than which nothing greater can be conceived’. Anselm 
believed in God already and was trying to show how self-evident God’s 
existence was to him. Indeed, for him, to accept the definition of God and 
then to deny God’s existence would be absurd and self-contradictory. 


• ‘Existence’ is a perfection that one can have or lack. It is a quality or 
attribute. It is clearly better or more perfect to have existence in reality 
than in mind alone. In order for God to be ‘a being than which...’ then God 
must have the perfection of existence in reality.   


• Anselm referred to ‘the fool’ in Psalm 14 who denies the existence of God. 
The idea is that the very definition of God means something that must 
exist in reality and not only in mind. Even the fool accepts that God exists 
in the mind, if it is only to reject God. If God is the greatest imaginable 
then he must exist separately from people’s imaginations. He must exist 
in reality. If he exists only as a concept then a greater being could be 
imagined. This builds on his earlier premise that existence in the mind and 
in reality is more perfect than existence purely in the mind. This other 
being would be greater than a God that exists only in the mind as this 
other being would also have the perfection of existing in reality. This 
cannot be the case though as Anselm has already established that God is 
‘a being than which.’ The logically contradictory nature of thinking of 
something greater than God proves that God exists (Proslogion 2).  


• Anselm argued that when he thought about God he realised the necessity 
of God’s existence. Existence imposed itself on his thoughts and he 
realised the necessity of God’s existence. It is not that his thoughts 
imposed existence on God. That is the first form of his ontological 
argument. 


• Anselm’s second form of the argument is found in Proslogion 3. This 
considers the notion of necessary existence. 


• Weaker responses will focus mainly on God’s necessary existence being 
greater than contingent existence. Stronger responses will examine 
Anselm’s notion that God cannot even be thought  to not  exist.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘A priori arguments for God’s existence are persuasive.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 
• The ontological argument as an ‘a priori’ argument appears to be 


persuasive. This is because the argument is presented in a logical, 
sequenced fashion with premises that lead us to an inescapable 
conclusion. Many would accept premises such as the definition of God 
given by Anselm. If the premises are correct then it is possible that the 
conclusion is also correct. 


• However, ‘a priori’ arguments do rely on the premises being correct in 
order that a correct conclusion may follow. Also, even if the premises of 
an argument are correct then the conclusion may still be incorrect thus 
making ‘a priori’ arguments unpersuasive in proving God’s existence. 


• It could be argued though that ‘a priori’ arguments are ‘pure’ arguments in 
the sense that they do not rely on (subjective) evidence unlike ‘ a 
posteriori’ arguments. Supposed evidence can be wrong due to 
misinterpretation. The persuasiveness of an ‘a priori’ argument rests on 
the notion that they can be deemed to be universally valid. Once a 
definition is established in an ‘a priori’ fashion then it cannot be rejected. 
For example, a bachelor is always an unmarried man. 


• Contrary to this though, it could be argued that ‘a priori’ arguments are not 
persuasive due to the very fact that they are not based on evidence and 
experience. This would lead us to contend that ‘a posteriori’ arguments 
are far more persuasive. Today’s world asks for empirical proof before 
accepting something as valid. ‘A priori’ arguments cannot give us this 
‘scientific’ proof and they are therefore unreliable.  


• Classical arguments for God’s existence such as the cosmological and 
teleological arguments are both examples of ‘a posteriori’ arguments. 
They provide us with far more reliable grounds for proving God’s 
existence than ‘a priori’ proofs do. They have stood the test of time and 
their inductive nature is persuasive.  


• Some indeed say that ‘a priori’ proofs are nothing more than circular 
arguments which really present us with no new information and do not 
actually ‘prove’ anything.  


• ‘A priori’ arguments rely on the understanding of the use of language such 
as definitions of words. This can be viewed in two ways. First, they can be 
deemed to be unpersuasive as they are merely play on words, pure 
semantics. However, on the other hand it could be argued that they are 
untainted by changing times and are therefore persuasive. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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COMPONENT 2 – An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
Part (b) of each question tests your skills of analysis and evaluation, with regards to aspects of and 
approaches to religion and belief.


1. (a) Outline Augustinian type and Irenaean type theodicies. [25]


(b) ‘Augustinian type theodicies fail to solve the problem of evil.’
Evaluate this view. [25]
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