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Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1 29 15.7 4.5 30 52.3 49.1

2 29 16 2.9 30 53.3 49.1

3 44 17.2 3.7 30 57.3 74.6

4 15 16.1 2.9 30 53.8 25.4
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR QUESTION 2 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive, and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material referred to below. Assessors should seek to credit any further admissible evidence 
offered by candidates. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid as well as the indicative content. 
 
‘The establishment of the Second Empire was the most significant 
change in France in the period from 1848 to 1870.’ Discuss. 
 
Candidates are expected to consider and debate the full range of issues that affected the 
key concept in the question—in this case whether the establishment of the Second Empire 
was the most significant change in France in the period from 1848 to 1818. They will 
consider a range of key concepts such as causation, consequence, continuity, change and 
significance where appropriate, and also the relationship between the key characteristics 
and features associated with the issue in the question. 
 
Candidates will offer an analysis and evaluation of the extent to which the establishment of 
the Second Empire was the most significant change in France in the period from 1848 to 
1870. In order to reach a substantiated judgement about this issue, candidates may argue 
that the establishment of the Empire was the most significant change in France in the period 
from 1848 to 1870. The candidate might support this proposition by considering issues such 
as: 
 


• Napoleon’s resolution of the problem of being re-elected president by mounting a 
coup. He extended his presidential power and took the title of Emperor. He was a 
hard-headed and ruthless realist whose only interest was in consolidating his own 
power; 


• The limitation of the powers of the legislative Assembly, the Senate, acted as the 
guardian of the constitution and its members were nominees of Napoleon; 


• Napoleon relied on the powers of a centralized system; 
• The use of prefects and mayors to control elections and to influence public opinion; 
• The exploitation of plebiscites, which was a new technique for the new era of mass 


politics, as well as press censorship and the suppression of political clubs; 
• Napoleon had no real commitment to liberalism and was accompanied by growing 


political opposition, which was in part linked to the relaxation of controls of the press. 
 


Candidates might argue that more significant changes in France came either before the 
Second Empire or after it had been established. The response might consider issues such 
as: 
 


• The creation of the Second Republic, which overturned the monarchy and 
established new leadership in France; 


• Napoleon was able to offer order and stability after a period of upheaval. He was able 
to reconcile order with progress by offering a rule above factions. After 1859, there 
was a progressive liberalisation of the regime. His rule spanned a period of 
considerable economic expansion and rising prosperity. He pursued an expansionist 
economic policy with the intention of transforming France by bringing about social 
change. The national railway growth led to an increase in rural prosperity, 


• His paternalistic social policy was a benevolent attempt to redistribute wealth and 
protect the working classes. The relief of old age, mutual aid societies, low bread 
prices, provision of hospitals and convalescent homes for injured workers were all 
introduced. Through public works, he sought another means to help the peasant and 
urban worker. The transformation of central Paris was part of a period of major 
building construction.  
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• Napoleon had significant foreign policy successes after the Second Empire had been 
established. In his foreign policy, he set out to undo the humiliating Vienna 
Settlement and fulfil the Napoleonic legacy. Just as he wanted to restore harmony 
within France, he was also anxious to assert the country’s diplomatic pre-eminence 
in Europe. The Peace Congress of Paris (1856), which concluded the Crimean War, 
seemed to confirm France’s revived position in Europe 


 
Overall candidates will offer a debate and come to a substantiated judgement regarding the 
extent to which the establishment of the Second Empire was the most significant change in 
France in the period from 1848 to 1870. 
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UNIT 1: THE PERIOD STUDY  
MARK SCHEME FOR 2019 


 
In general terms the responses will display characteristics of one of the six bands shown 
below. 
 
The table below gives advice on which band, sub-band and marks should be awarded 
to answers showing the appropriate characteristics.  
 
Band 6  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is fully focused on the exact key concept in the set 
question, covering the whole of set period, with a clear and 
convincing debate on the main developments and reaching a 
substantiated judgement in a lucid and fully coherent essay. 


B6H 30 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of issues 
arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide an 
analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a fully convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6S 27 The response engages with the key concept and the fuller range of issues 
arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide an 
analytical, evaluative and coherent essay with a convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering nearly all of the set period. 


Band 5  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is mainly focused on debating the key concept in the 
set question, covering most or all of the full period. The response 
considers most of the main developments; provides a convincing 
debate and is able to come to a supported, balanced and 
appropriate judgement.  


B5H 25 The response engages with the key concept and offers a convincing debate 
regarding the range of issues arising from the question set throughout most of 
the essay. The essay will be analytical, evaluative and well written with a 
balanced and appropriate judgement covering most or all of the set period. 


B5S 23 The response has a focus on debating the key concept set throughout most of 
the essay and is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay 
with a balanced and appropriate judgement covering some or most of the set 
period. 


B5C 21 The response begins to show some of the characteristics of Band 5. [This can 
be used for good conceptual responses which do not cover the greater part of 
the period] 
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Band 4  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key concept in the set 
question covering some to all of the set period, with some debate 
on some of the developments and a supported, balanced 
judgement on the key concept in a structured essay. There may 
well be some drift but there should be the beginning of a 
meaningful debate in the response. 


B4H 20 The response will feature some meaningful discussion of how and why the main 
developments, events or factors had an impact on the key concept in the set 
question over some or most of the period set. There will be an attempt at a 
balanced and supported judgement though some slight drift may be apparent. 


B4S 18 The response begins to discuss the key concept in the question set, often with a 
series of mini judgements. There may be an attempt to consider a series of 
developments, events or factors in relation to the key concept set over some or 
most of the period. There may well be some listing of developments and some 
drift.  


Band 3  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key issues set and begins to 
discuss these to come to a judgement on the question set. The 
response is usually restricted to a “for and against” discussion with 
some evidence of listing and unloading of notes. There may well be 
some considerable drift; and there may well be a mechanistic tone 
to the response.  


B3H 15 The response is based on a series of assertions, developments or factors over 
the period rather than the key concept in the question set. The response does 
offer a limited but valid judgement.  


B3S 13 The response tends to be in the form of a generalised, listing of developments 
and factors.  


Band 2  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is largely based on the TOPIC area and is 
descriptive. 


B2H 8 The response is a predominantly descriptive account of the topic. There will be a 
“tagged on” judgement.  


B2S 6 The response is a descriptive account of the developments and factors related 
to the topic area with no judgement attempted. 


Band 1  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is very limited, undeveloped, very brief or largely 
irrelevant. 


B1H 5 The response is very limited and undeveloped though there is some weak link to 
the topic area.  


B1S 3 The response is very brief and / or largely irrelevant to the concept set. 


 0 Use for incorrect answers 
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Sticky Note

The candidate has provided another very obvious introduction which is not directly focused on answering the precise question set. 







Sticky Note

The candidate has focused on the growth of Prussia and reaches a mini judgment on the impact of its development. There is no attempt here to weigh it up against the impact of other issues. 



Sticky Note

The candidate has focused on the issue of nationalism and has reached a mini judgment on its significance. However, the candidate has not debated the significance of nationalism in relation to the growth of Prussia. There is no real attempt yet to debate the key concept. 







Sticky Note

The candidate has revisited the growth of Prussia and links the role to Bismarck. 







Sticky Note

The candidate begins to offer a meaningful discussion on the key concept. The role of Bismarck is weighed against the growth of Prussia. There is some attempt to achieve a sense of balanced evaluation rather than a mechanistic mini judgment. 



Sticky Note

The candidate reinforces the attempt to discuss the key concept. 
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2. ‘The establishment of the Second Empire was the most significant change in France in the
period from 1848 to 1870.’ Discuss. [30]












Sticky Note

The candidate has provided a very obvious introduction which is not directly focused on answering the precise question set. 







Sticky Note

The candidate has formed a mini judgment on the significance of the formation of the Second Empire. However, this should not be discussed in isolation but within the context of the precise questions set. 



Sticky Note

There is a drift towards the discussion of another key development in the period rather than an evaluation of the key concept. The candidate makes another mini judgment. 







Sticky Note

The candidate makes another judgment in relation to the development of Paris but there is no attempt to debate this against the key issue in the question. 







Sticky Note

The candidate begins to consider an evaluation of the liberal reforms within the context of the changes in government in the period. However, this is largely an assertion rather than supported judgment. 



Sticky Note

The conclusion provides only a mechanistic summary of the generalised judgment which have preceded. 
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3. How far was the growth of Prussia mainly responsible for the creation of a united Germany in 
the period from 1815 to 1871? [30] 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR QUESTION 3 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive, and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material referred to below. Assessors should seek to credit any further admissible evidence 
offered by candidates. Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid as well as the indicative content. 
 
How far was the growth of Prussia mainly responsible for the 
creation of a united Germany in the period from 1815 to 1871? 
 
Candidates are expected to consider and debate the full range of issues that affected the 
key concept in the question—in this case the extent to which the growth of Prussia was 
mainly responsible for the creation of a united Germany in the period from 1815 to 1871. 
They will consider a range of key concepts such as causation, consequence, continuity, 
change and significance where appropriate, and also the relationship between the key 
characteristics and features associated with the issue in the question. 
 
Candidates will offer an analysis and evaluation of the extent to which the growth of Prussia 
was mainly responsible for the creation of a united Germany in the period from 1815 to 
1871. In order to reach a substantiated judgement about this issue, candidates may argue 
that the growth of Prussia was indeed the main impetus for German unification. The 
response might support this proposition by considering issues such as: 
 


• The Napoleonic Wars and the Vienna Settlement, which led to the rearrangement of 
Germany into 39 states. This in turn led to the increased influence of Prussia; 


• Since no institutions existed for the popular unification of Germany, it was clear that 
Prussian leadership was essential for the process of unification to take place; 


• The Zollverein, which continually strengthened Prussia’s position throughout the 
period. The powerful economic impetus of rapid industrial growth, of improved 
communications and commercial integration led to the growing economic power of 
Prussia; 


• The modernization of the Prussian army, which favoured Prussian dominance; 
• After the acquisition of the Rhineland in 1815, Prussia gradually consolidated her 


position as a German power; 
• Prussia’s exertion of additional diplomatic and military influences on the process of 


unification; 
• Bismarck’s skills as a diplomat and the modernization of the Prussian army; 
• Events on the battlefield, which created German unity: the Austro–Prussian War 


(1866) and the Franco–Prussian War (1870). Through war, Prussia dramatically 
extended her authority over the rest of Germany at the expense of Austria. 


 
Candidates might consider challenging the proposition in the question by arguing that whilst 
Prussia played a large role in unification, the process was more complex. It could be argued 
that Germany was united by more than the mere growth of Prussia. The response might 
consider alternate factors such as: 
 


• Germany was united more by “coal and iron.” There was a powerful economic 
impetus of rapid industrial growth, of improved communications and commercial 
integration. Economic expansion and integration, and the impact of the Zollverein 
were also significant, as was the industrial development of Germany in the 1850s 
and 1860s; 


• Unification reflected the strong force of popular nationalism. There was a political and 
cultural force towards unification in Germany, evidenced by nationalist movements—
and the social groups and classes that supported them—the intellectual and literary 
traditions of Nationalism in Prussia and the formation of reform societies;  
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• The impact of the 1848 revolutions and the subsequent Grossdeutsch and 
Kleindeutsch solutions to German unity, which all led to a growing sense of German 
identity; 


• The role of Bismarck and the debate as to whether he planned the unification of 
Germany or seized diplomatic and military opportunities; 


• The impact of war and diplomacy on the final unification of Germany; 
• The relative weakening of the Austro–Hungarian Empire, and the unresolved 


problems of nationality and internal rivalries. 
 


Overall candidates will offer a debate and come to a substantiated judgement regarding the 
extent to which the growth of Prussia was mainly responsible for the creation of a united 
Germany in the period from 1815 to 1871. 
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UNIT 1: THE PERIOD STUDY  
MARK SCHEME FOR 2019 


 
In general terms the responses will display characteristics of one of the six bands shown 
below. 
 
The table below gives advice on which band, sub-band and marks should be awarded 
to answers showing the appropriate characteristics.  
 
Band 6  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is fully focused on the exact key concept in the set 
question, covering the whole of set period, with a clear and 
convincing debate on the main developments and reaching a 
substantiated judgement in a lucid and fully coherent essay. 


B6H 30 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of issues 
arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide an 
analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a fully convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6S 27 The response engages with the key concept and the fuller range of issues 
arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide an 
analytical, evaluative and coherent essay with a convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering nearly all of the set period. 


Band 5  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is mainly focused on debating the key concept in the 
set question, covering most or all of the full period. The response 
considers most of the main developments; provides a convincing 
debate and is able to come to a supported, balanced and 
appropriate judgement.  


B5H 25 The response engages with the key concept and offers a convincing debate 
regarding the range of issues arising from the question set throughout most of 
the essay. The essay will be analytical, evaluative and well written with a 
balanced and appropriate judgement covering most or all of the set period. 


B5S 23 The response has a focus on debating the key concept set throughout most of 
the essay and is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay 
with a balanced and appropriate judgement covering some or most of the set 
period. 


B5C 21 The response begins to show some of the characteristics of Band 5. [This can 
be used for good conceptual responses which do not cover the greater part of 
the period] 
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Band 4  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key concept in the set 
question covering some to all of the set period, with some debate 
on some of the developments and a supported, balanced 
judgement on the key concept in a structured essay. There may 
well be some drift but there should be the beginning of a 
meaningful debate in the response. 


B4H 20 The response will feature some meaningful discussion of how and why the main 
developments, events or factors had an impact on the key concept in the set 
question over some or most of the period set. There will be an attempt at a 
balanced and supported judgement though some slight drift may be apparent. 


B4S 18 The response begins to discuss the key concept in the question set, often with a 
series of mini judgements. There may be an attempt to consider a series of 
developments, events or factors in relation to the key concept set over some or 
most of the period. There may well be some listing of developments and some 
drift.  


Band 3  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key issues set and begins to 
discuss these to come to a judgement on the question set. The 
response is usually restricted to a “for and against” discussion with 
some evidence of listing and unloading of notes. There may well be 
some considerable drift; and there may well be a mechanistic tone 
to the response.  


B3H 15 The response is based on a series of assertions, developments or factors over 
the period rather than the key concept in the question set. The response does 
offer a limited but valid judgement.  


B3S 13 The response tends to be in the form of a generalised, listing of developments 
and factors.  


Band 2  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is largely based on the TOPIC area and is 
descriptive. 


B2H 8 The response is a predominantly descriptive account of the topic. There will be a 
“tagged on” judgement.  


B2S 6 The response is a descriptive account of the developments and factors related 
to the topic area with no judgement attempted. 


Band 1  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is very limited, undeveloped, very brief or largely 
irrelevant. 


B1H 5 The response is very limited and undeveloped though there is some weak link to 
the topic area.  


B1S 3 The response is very brief and / or largely irrelevant to the concept set. 


 0 Use for incorrect answers 
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