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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1 145 16.2 4.4 30 53.8 27.8

2 369 16.1 3.6 30 53.6 70.7

3 282 16.2 3.7 30 54 54

4 228 15 4.7 30 50 43.7
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR QUESTION 2 
 


NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material referred to below.  Assessors should seek to credit any further admissible evidence 
offered by candidates.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid as well as the indicative content. 
 


To what extent were economic challenges the most serious 
problem facing Germany in the period 1918-1945?   
 


Candidates are expected to consider and debate the full range of issues that affected the 
key concept in the question – in this case the extent to which economic challenges were the 
most serious problem facing Germany in the period 1918-1945.  They will consider a range 
of key concepts such as causation, consequence, continuity, change and significance where 
appropriate and also the relationship between the key characteristics and features 
associated with the question. 
 


Candidates will offer an analysis and evaluation of the extent to which economic challenges 
were the most serious problem facing Germany in the period 1918-1945.  In order to reach a 
substantiated judgement about this proposition, candidates may argue that at times 
economic challenges represented the most serious problem facing Germany.  The response 
might support this proposition by considering issues such as: 
 


 the financial burden of the Great War created an economy under severe strain which led 
to a full blown economic crisis in the 1920s 


 the Weimar republic was saddled with an economic legacy of debt and the difficulty of 
readjusting a war economy to the requirements of peace 


 the economic terms of the Versailles settlement created a huge burden of reparations 


 the hyperinflation of 1923 was an economic scar which never healed 


 the depression after 1929 led to serious economic problems  


 the Nazi regime had to tackle the economic problems in order to consolidate their control  


 the total nature of war in the 1940s led to economic crisis in Germany and was a factor in 
her defeat 
 


Candidates might consider challenging the proposition in the question by arguing that for 
most of the time economic challenges were resolved and did not provide a serious threat to 
Germany.  Germany faced other more serious problems in the period 1918-1945. The 
response might consider issues such as: 
 


 the hyperinflation was resolved through the Rentenmark and Germany entered the 
‘Golden Age’ of the Weimar Republic 


 the Nazis tackled economic challenges through a targeted programme of recovery, 
rearmament and the war economy  


 politically the Weimar Republic was threatened by both the political right and the left and 
lacked effective leadership to deal with it 


 the nature of coalition government undermined the stability of the Weimar Republic  


 the growth of the Communist Party posed a serious threat to Weimar Germany in the 
1930s 


 anti-Nazi groups posed a serious threat to the Volkgemeinschaft 


 during the war the military presented a real threat to the Nazi regime and plotted to 
overthrow Hitler 


 


Overall candidates will offer a debate and come to a substantiated judgement regarding the 
extent to which economic challenges were the most serious problem facing Germany in the 
period 1918-1945. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR UNIT 1 (SECTIONS A AND B) QUESTIONS 
 


Target: AO1 Total mark: 30 
 


Focus:  Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to 
analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making 
substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, 


consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 


Band 6  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is fully focussed on the exact key concept in 
the set question, covering the whole of the set period, with a 
clear and convincing debate on the main developments and 
reaching a substantiated judgement in a lucid and fully 
coherent essay. 


B6H 30 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of 
issues arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide 
an analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a fully convincing and 
substantiated judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6M 28 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of 
issues arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide 
an analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6L 26 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 6 


Band 5  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is mainly focussed on debating the key 
concept in the set question, covering most or all of the set 
period.  The response considers most of the main 
developments; provides a convincing debate and is able to 
come to a supported, balanced and appropriate judgement.  


B5H 25 The response clearly engages with the key concept and offers a convincing 
debate regarding the range of issues arising from the question set throughout  
the essay and is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay 
with a balanced and appropriate judgement covering most of the set period. 


B5M 23 The response engages with the key concept and offers a debate regarding the 
range of issues arising from the question set throughout most of the essay and 
is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay with a 
balanced and appropriate judgement covering most of the set period. 


B5L 21 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 5. [This can also be 
used for good responses that don't cover most of the period set especially in 
Section B question]. 


Band 4  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key concept in the set 
question covering some to most of the set period, with some 
debate on some of the developments and a supported, 
balanced judgement on the key concept in a structured 
essay.  There may well be some drift but there should be the 
beginning of a meaningful debate in the response. 


B4H 20 The response will be mainly focussed on debating the key concept in the set 
question. There will be some meaningful discussion of how and why the main 
developments, events or factors impacted on the key concept in the set 
question over most of the set period. There will be a balanced judgement, 
largely supported by the bulk of the essay, though some slight drift may be 
apparent. 


B4M 18 The response begins to debate the key concept in the question set. There will 
be an attempt to analyse and evaluate a series of developments, events or 
factors in relation to the key concept over most of the set period. There may be 
some listing of developments and a series of mini judgements.  There will be a 
balanced final judgement but there may well be some drift.   


B4L 16 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 4. 
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Band 3  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key issues 
set and begins to discuss these to come to a 
judgement on the question set.  The response is 
usually restricted to a “for and against” discussion 
with some evidence of listing and unloading of 
notes.  There may well be some considerable drift; 
and there may well be a mechanistic tone to the 
response. 


B3H 15 The response tends to focus on using a highly structured 
(mechanistic/formulaic) series of developments, events and/or factors 
over the period rather than discussing the key concept in the question 
set. The response does offer a judgement with some support, often by 
considering factors for and against - [the yes/no – for and against – 
essay]. 


B3M 13 The response tends to be in the form of a generalised, listing of 
developments, events and/or factors. There may be a weak focus and 
imbalanced judgement on the key concept in the question set [the yes 
(or no) imbalanced essay]. Also use if the answers do not deal 
adequately with the key concept or with any counter arguments or for 
answers which provide an imbalanced argument. 
 


B3L 11 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 3. 
(Use if only the provided factor is discussed in terms of the key concept 
with no debate). 


Band 2  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is largely based on the TOPIC area 
but is descriptive in tone with very limited focus on 
discussing the key concept in the set question. 


B2H 10 The response is a predominantly descriptive account of the 
developments, events and/or factors of the topic area. There may be a 
“tagged on” [throwaway / simplistic / bolt-on] judgement referring to the 
key concept in the set question which is not appropriately supported. 
Accept an inferred or implied judgement here. 
 


B2M 8 The response is limited to a predominantly descriptive account of the 
developments, events and/or factors related to the topic area. No 
judgement is attempted here. 


 


B2L 6 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 2. 


 


Band 1  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is very limited, undeveloped, very 
brief or largely irrelevant. 


B1H 5 The response is very limited and undeveloped though there is some 
weak link to the topic area.   


 


B1L 3 The response is very brief and/or largely irrelevant to the concept set. 


 
 0 Use for incorrect answers. 
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Sticky Note

The candidate effectively reaches a judgment on the question but it has not as yet been debated. 



Sticky Note

The candidate reaches a mini judgment on the 1905 revolution and the establishment of the Duma. 







Sticky Note

The candidate engages with the question and begins to offer some meaningful debate. The candidate evaluates the role of the Lenin against the establishment of the Duma. 







Sticky Note

The candidate develops the argument supporting Lenin's impact on Russia. There is a discussion of the impact of War Communism and NEP. A balanced judgment is reached on the Key concept. 







Sticky Note

There is some convincing discussion of the impact of Stalin and collectivisation against the changes during Lenin's rule. 



Sticky Note

There is a meaningful attempt to weigh up the significance of the changes introduced by Lenin within the context of the precise question set. 
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2. How effectively did Mussolini deal with opposition and resistance in Fascist Italy in the period
between 1922 and 1943? [30]












Sticky Note

The candidate has provided a very obvious introduction which is not directly focused on answering the effectiveness of the government in dealing with opposition 







Sticky Note

The candidate drifts into a narrative of developments in the period with only passing focus on any judgments. 



Sticky Note

There is a drift towards the discussion of the Matteotti Affair with a limited but valid mini judgment. 







Sticky Note

There is some marginal focus on the effectiveness of government action but there is still far too much narrative. 







Sticky Note

The candidate begins to drift into irrelevance with a discussion of foreign policy. 







Sticky Note

The candidate makes some valid comments on the role of the church but with only some marginal focus on the precise question set. 



Sticky Note

The candidate reaches a largely weak and generalised judgment which has not been substantiated by the rest of the answer. 
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3. ‘The most significant changes in Russia between 1905 and 1945 came under Lenin.’ Discuss.
[30]












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








6 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 
 


INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR QUESTION 3 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the 
material referred to below.  Assessors should seek to credit any further admissible evidence 
offered by candidates.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the 
assessment grid as well as the indicative content. 
 


'The lives of the people of Russia were affected more by 
repression than by any other government action in the period 
1905-1945.'  Discuss. 
 
Candidates are expected to consider and debate the full range of issues that affected the 
key concept in the question – in this case the extent to which the lives of the people of 
Russia were affected more by repression than by any other government action 1905-1945.  
They will consider a range of key concepts such as causation, consequence, continuity, 
change and significance where appropriate and also the relationship between the key 
characteristics and features associated with the question. 
 
Candidates will offer an analysis and evaluation of the extent to which the lives of the 
people of Russia were affected more by repression than by any government action in th is 
period.  In order to reach a substantiated judgement about this proposition, candidates may 
argue that in the period repression was the main tool of the autocratic governments of the 
period and was a constant presence in the lives of the Russian people.  Tsarism, Leninism 
and Stalinism had a continuity of repression.  The response might support this proposition by 
considering issues such as: 
 


 the ‘Bloody Sunday’ massacre of January 1905 


 repression in the hands of Stoylpin.  He waged an unrelenting war against violent 
political opposition and the resurgence of revolutionary violence 


 Lenin used the Cheka and the Red Army to destroy the remnants of aristocratic and 
bourgeois power, and to enforce the policy of terror. The Cheka’s main purpose was 
to arrest, imprison and execute political opponents 


 the creation of a one party state under Lenin 


 the brutal suppression of the Kronstadt rebellion in 1921 


 through bullying tactics Lenin removed opposition from within his own party 


 Stalin set about the transformation of Communist Party by a series of murderous and 
far reaching purges between 1934-1938.  e.g. Kirov, Kamenev, Zinoviev 


 in the final years of Stalin’s life there were clear signs that he was planning a further 
round of political purges 
 


Candidates might consider challenging the proposition in the question by arguing that whilst 
repression was a characteristic of the period there were other government actions which had 
a greater effect on the people of Russia. The response might consider alternate factors such 


as: 
 


 the October Manifesto promised a wider franchise and legislative powers for the 
Duma; Stolypin also brought about a rethinking of economic and social policy 


 the government decision to enter the war in 1914 had a huge impact on people's 
lives 


 economic advances and changes to Russian society: the state took the key role in 
promoting economic development, whether it was the Tsarist regime or communist 
Russia; during the Tsarist regime there was development of the heavy industries and 
railway development; Stolypin’s agrarian policy; the problem of Russian peasantry 
and the land question 
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 War Communism and the New Economic Policy of Lenin, the planned economy; 
Collectivisation and Five Year Plans of Stalin all had huge impact on people's lives  


 scientific and cultural developments and the shift to state control of the cultural life of 
Russia and ‘socialist realism’ 


 political change including centralisation and the development of communist theory 
under Lenin and Stalin 


 the rights of the individual and the position of religion were altered in the period 


 there was strong emphasis on Russian nationalism and patriotism and ‘socialism in 
one country' 


 
Overall candidates will offer a debate and come to a substantiated judgement regarding the 
extent to which the lives of the people of Russia were affected more by repression than by 
any other government action in the period 1905-1945. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR UNIT 1 (SECTIONS A AND B) QUESTIONS 
 


Target: AO1 Total mark: 30 
 


Focus:  Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to 
analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making 
substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, 


consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 


Band 6  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is fully focussed on the exact key concept in 
the set question, covering the whole of the set period, with a 
clear and convincing debate on the main developments and 
reaching a substantiated judgement in a lucid and fully 
coherent essay. 


B6H 30 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of 
issues arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide 
an analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a fully convincing and 
substantiated judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6M 28 The response engages with the exact key concept and the fuller range of 
issues arising from the question set throughout the essay and is able to provide 
an analytical, evaluative and lucid essay with a convincing and substantiated 
judgement covering the whole of the set period. 


B6L 26 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 6 


Band 5  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is mainly focussed on debating the key 
concept in the set question, covering most or all of the set 
period.  The response considers most of the main 
developments; provides a convincing debate and is able to 
come to a supported, balanced and appropriate judgement.  


B5H 25 The response clearly engages with the key concept and offers a convincing 
debate regarding the range of issues arising from the question set throughout  
the essay and is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay 
with a balanced and appropriate judgement covering most of the set period. 


B5M 23 The response engages with the key concept and offers a debate regarding the 
range of issues arising from the question set throughout most of the essay and 
is able to provide an analytical, evaluative and well written essay with a 
balanced and appropriate judgement covering most of the set period. 


B5L 21 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 5. [This can also be 
used for good responses that don't cover most of the period set especially in 
Section B question]. 


Band 4  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key concept in the set 
question covering some to most of the set period, with some 
debate on some of the developments and a supported, 
balanced judgement on the key concept in a structured 
essay.  There may well be some drift but there should be the 
beginning of a meaningful debate in the response. 


B4H 20 The response will be mainly focussed on debating the key concept in the set 
question. There will be some meaningful discussion of how and why the main 
developments, events or factors impacted on the key concept in the set 
question over most of the set period. There will be a balanced judgement, 
largely supported by the bulk of the essay, though some slight drift may be 
apparent. 


B4M 18 The response begins to debate the key concept in the question set. There will 
be an attempt to analyse and evaluate a series of developments, events or 
factors in relation to the key concept over most of the set period. There may be 
some listing of developments and a series of mini judgements.  There will be a 
balanced final judgement but there may well be some drift.   


B4L 16 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 4. 
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Band 3  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response has some focus on the key issues 
set and begins to discuss these to come to a 
judgement on the question set.  The response is 
usually restricted to a “for and against” discussion 
with some evidence of listing and unloading of 
notes.  There may well be some considerable drift; 
and there may well be a mechanistic tone to the 
response. 


B3H 15 The response tends to focus on using a highly structured 
(mechanistic/formulaic) series of developments, events and/or factors 
over the period rather than discussing the key concept in the question 
set. The response does offer a judgement with some support, often by 
considering factors for and against - [the yes/no – for and against – 
essay]. 


B3M 13 The response tends to be in the form of a generalised, listing of 
developments, events and/or factors. There may be a weak focus and 
imbalanced judgement on the key concept in the question set [the yes 
(or no) imbalanced essay]. Also use if the answers do not deal 
adequately with the key concept or with any counter arguments or for 
answers which provide an imbalanced argument. 
 


B3L 11 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 3. 
(Use if only the provided factor is discussed in terms of the key concept 
with no debate). 


Band 2  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is largely based on the TOPIC area 
but is descriptive in tone with very limited focus on 
discussing the key concept in the set question. 


B2H 10 The response is a predominantly descriptive account of the 
developments, events and/or factors of the topic area. There may be a 
“tagged on” [throwaway / simplistic / bolt-on] judgement referring to the 
key concept in the set question which is not appropriately supported. 
Accept an inferred or implied judgement here. 
 


B2M 8 The response is limited to a predominantly descriptive account of the 
developments, events and/or factors related to the topic area. No 
judgement is attempted here. 


 


B2L 6 The response begins to show some characteristics of Band 2. 


 


Band 1  
CHARACTERISTICS 


The response is very limited, undeveloped, very 
brief or largely irrelevant. 


B1H 5 The response is very limited and undeveloped though there is some 
weak link to the topic area.   


 


B1L 3 The response is very brief and/or largely irrelevant to the concept set. 


 
 0 Use for incorrect answers. 
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