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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 50610 13.7 5.1 24 57.2 99.9

SPaG 50564 3.4 1.2 5 67.1 99.8
2 50562 12.5 5.1 24 52.1 99.8
3 50524 11.7 5 24 48.6 99.7
4 50403 12.1 5.4 24 50.4 99.5
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Q.1 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by ‘responsibilities’. [AO1 2] 
 
  Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (a) Level Descriptor.   


An appropriate example may be credited. 
One-word answers cannot be considered explanations. 
 
Accept any suitable explanation, e.g. 


 Duties you should carry out such as caring for parents. 


 Things that you should do because of promises made. 


 Expected actions, such as doing the job you are paid for. 


 Commitments you are meant to fulfil. 
 
 (b) Explain how having a religious faith might influence a view on same sex 


relationships. [AO1 4] 
 
  Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (b) Level Descriptor. 
  Answers should show the impact of faith. 
  The answer is not required to be related to any one religious tradition. 
  Answers may, therefore, come from any of the religious traditions specified in 


the Specification. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 


 Sacred texts may offer guidance and teachings. 


 The belief that all are made of God and, therefore, there is a shared bond 
of humanity. 


 The example of religious leaders. 


 Interpretations and guidance from religious leaders. 


 Reference and interpretation to specific beliefs such as the importance of 
procreation. 


 Official religious guidance and proclamations. 
 
 (c) 'Contraception should never be used.' 


Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with 
this statement. [AO2 4] 
 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (c) Level Descriptor. 
Reasons can be for or against the quotation or one for and one against. 
 
Reasons that may be given and expanded include: 


 It would depend on the type of contraception; religions have different 
teachings. 


 Distinctions between natural and artificial contraception. 


 Some traditions disagree with artificial contraception. 


 Sex should be for procreation only. 


 Responsible family planning is important for care of the environment. 


 Some religious texts disagree with contraception. 


 It may be necessary so as not to endanger life. 


 Importance of safe sex.  







 (d) Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about 
separation and divorce. 


  (You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.) [AO1 6] 
 


  Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (d) Level Descriptor. 
  Any appropriate answers should be given credit, as any of the religious 


traditions specified can be chosen and candidates may be answering from 
their own tradition. 


 


  Where the names of religious traditions are incorrect, but the information is 
accurate, credit up to a maximum of Level 4: 5 marks. 


 


  In an answer requiring two religious traditions or teachings, where one part is 
comprehensive (and would be worthy of a Level 4 on its own) but the other is 
weak (and worth a Level 1 or 2 on its own) award a Level 3 for the whole, and 
3 or 4 marks accordingly. 


 


  Answers may well refer to the following: 
 


  Credit may be given for statements that appertain to a number of religious 
traditions, e.g. different views within the same religious tradition depending 
upon personal interpretations of sacred texts and conscience. 


  Separation is acceptable in all faiths traditions but direct reference may be 
made to specific religious reconciliation support. 


 


  Christianity 
  (For candidates answering from Christianity alone it is expected they 


acknowledge where there are any differences/similarities within Christian 
traditions). 


 Divorce is not God’s intention. 


 It is a breaking of solemn vows or promises made in the presence of God. 


 Promises are made before God and the Christian congregation. 


 The promises refer to marriage as life-long union. 
 


  Anglican 


 Divorce is discouraged. 


 Divorce is accepted ‒ as in the legal system of the United Kingdom. 


 Re-marriage is accepted.  
 


  Catholic 


 Divorce is not accepted. 


 Marriage is a sacrament and is for life. 


 Divorce is the breaking of solemn promises or vows made before God. 


 Annulment is possible in certain circumstances. 
 


  Eastern Orthodox 


 Divorce should be avoided. 


 Divorce is allowed. 


 Re-marriage is allowed. 
 


   
  







  Buddhism 


 If a marriage does fail and there is no way to avoid separation, divorce is 
accepted. 


 There will be pain and suffering, so efforts must be made to reduce as 
much hurt as possible. 


 Marriage is a secular affair and not religious custom. 


 The custom/practice of society in which the couple live should be 
followed. 


   
  Hinduism 


 Orthodox Hindus see marriage as for life. 


 Scriptures do not allow divorce, but Indian law [Hindu Marriage Act, 1955] 
does allow divorce. 


 Divorce is generally regarded as a disgrace by families. 


 Divorce is not encouraged. 


 Divorce is regarded as a social stigma within a community. 
 


  Islam 


 Marriage is seen as permanent and sacred. 


 Divorce is accepted but strongly discouraged. 


 There are conditions stated for divorce. 


 Prophet Muhammad said divorce was most obnoxious. 


 There should be at least three separate attempts made at reconciliation 
before divorce is allowed. 


 There is a period of waiting before it can become final (three months or 
nine months). 


 Repayment of the dowry (mahr) also required. 
 


  Judaism 


 Divorce is allowed but not encouraged. 


 The best solution to difficulties is reconciliation if at all possible. 


 Marriage is a contract; a divorce note (get) is needed. 


 A lack of proper divorce may lead to a woman being unable to re-marry. 
 


  Sikhism 


 Divorce is allowed. 


 It is seen as going against Sikh principles. 


 Families try to help and support a couple in sorting out problems before 
the divorce stage. 


 Grounds for divorce are stated, such as desertion, insanity, habitual 
cruelty, adultery and conversion to other faiths. 


  







 (e) 'Marriages should only happen in places of worship.' [AO2 8] 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have thought of more than one point of view. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 


  (8 + 5) 
Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 
allocated to this question.  


 


  Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (e) Level Descriptor. 
  Candidates should be expected to follow the rubric clearly. 


Candidates achieving the higher levels should be including appropriate 
religious and moral reasoning in their answers. 


 


  Points that could be discussed include: 


 Importance of celebrations in God’s house. 


 Relevance of religious symbolism during a service. 


 Not everyone has a religious tradition and might feel it is hypocritical. 


 God is not just in places of worship. 


 Humanists and atheists would prefer marriages in a non-religious place. 


 Considerations of inter-faith marriages. 


 A religious leader may refuse to allow their place of worship for marriage. 


 There may be no relevant place of worship near-by. 
















Sticky Note

Explanation and example. Award L2:2.



Sticky Note

L2:2. There is a lot written to this question but the response needs careful reading. It was awarded L2:2.



Sticky Note

L4:4. There are two different reasons given and each is explained.







Sticky Note

Best fit mark for this answer is L3:4.
There is some religious teaching.







Sticky Note

L2:4. There is a lot of opinion contained in this answer but little reasoning.



Sticky Note

SPaG mark is 4. It is in the high performance category.
















Sticky Note

Explanation and example. L2:2.



Sticky Note

L3:3. An explanation which shows knowledge and understanding of key religious teachings.



Sticky Note

L3:3. Two reasons given with some religious teaching.







Sticky Note

Best fit for the whole answer is L3:4. 







Sticky Note

Very good attempt to answer this question. It is a comprehensive answer.
L4:8.



Sticky Note

SPaG. The spelling in this answer is very good but there is a lack of full stops in terms of punctuation. Higher level mark 4.
















Sticky Note

The answer simply includes examples of responsibilities; one mark is awarded so L1:1.



Sticky Note

Best fit mark for this response is L2:2.



Sticky Note

L2:2 is the best fit mark for this response.







Sticky Note

The mark for this question is always based on the whole answer. The second part of the answer on Islam is incorrect. Positive marking ensures this is L2:2 because of the correct Christian content.







Sticky Note

L2:3. There are two viewpoints with some attempt to include religious teaching.



Sticky Note

SPaG 2. Intermediate performance but worth only 2 marks. There are a number of errors in spelling and grammar. 
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	 (a)	 Explain what religious believers mean by ‘responsibilities’.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	 (b)	 Explain how having a religious faith might influence a view on same sex relationships.
	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (c)	
‘Contraception should never be used.’


		  Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement.
			   [4]
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	 (d)	 Explain from two different religious traditions the teachings about separation and divorce.
		  (You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.)	 [6]


	 (i)	 Name of religious tradition:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (ii)	 Name of religious tradition:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (e)	 ‘Marriages should only happen in places of worship.’


		  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought 
of more than one point of view.


		  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.)	 [8]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.	 [5]
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Q.2 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by ‘identity’. [AO1 2] 


  Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (a) Level Descriptor. 
An appropriate example may be credited. 
One word answers cannot be considered explanations. 


 


  Accept any suitable explanation, e.g.  


• The sense of who you are in terms of attitudes, character and personality. 
• The unique identity of an individual. 
• The unique characteristics of an individual. 
• The way a person sees themselves and where they belong. 


 
 


(b) Explain how a religious person or organisation might work for justice. 
[AO1 4] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (b) Level Descriptor. 
Answers should show the impact of faith. 
The answer is not required to be related to any one religious tradition. 
Answers may, therefore, come from any of the religious traditions specified in 
the Specification. 
For full marks, links must be made to justice. 


 
Reference may be made to: 
• Active campaigns in keeping with beliefs of that religious tradition. 
• Pray for justice. 
• Organise events, e.g. mitzvah day. 
• Volunteer to work for change agencies, e.g. Christian Aid, Islamic Relief. 
• Lobby parliament. 
• The specific work of an organisation. 


 
 


(c) 'It's impossible for people to be equal.' 
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with 
this statement. [AO2 4] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (c) Level Descriptor. 
Reasons can be for or against the quotation or one for and one against. 


 
Reasons that may be given and expanded include: 
• People are not born equal. 
• Circumstances do not support equality. 
• Some people consider the caste system causes inequality. 
• Just because people are different, that does not mean they are not equal. 
• Society can create inequalities, e.g. gender divisions. 
• Religious beliefs can support people to campaign for equality, e.g. Martin 


Luther King. 
• Religions can organise campaigns for equality, e.g. End the debt. 
• Some religious practices perpetuate inequalities, e.g. ordination only of 


men; sacred thread ceremonies. 
• Actions can create greater equality, e.g. end of slavery; votes for women. 
• Inequalities are a result of previous actions. 
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(d) Explain from two different religious traditions attitudes to charity. 
(You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.) [AO1 6] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (d) Level Descriptor. 


 
Any appropriate answers should be given credit, as any of the religious 
traditions specified can be chosen and candidates may be answering from 
their own tradition. 


 
Where the names of religious tradition are incorrect, but the information is 
accurate, credit up to a maximum of Level 4: 5 marks. 


 
In an answer requiring two religious traditions or teachings, where one part is 
comprehensive (and would be worthy of a Level 4 on its own) but the other is 
weak (and worth a Level 1 or 2 on its own) award a Level 3 for the whole and 
3 or 4 marks accordingly. 


 
Answers may well refer to the following: 


 
Credit may be given for statements that appertain to a number of religious 
traditions, e.g. different views within the same religious tradition depending 
upon personal interpretations of sacred texts and conscience. 


 
Christianity 
(For candidates answering from Christianity alone, it is expected they 
acknowledge where there are differences/similarities within Christian 
traditions). 
• Material wealth is not the most important aspect of life. 
• Spiritual values are more important. 
• Christians should not worry or be over-anxious about money. 
• Christians should not look to wealth for security or meaning in life. 
• Material wealth is to be shared with others. 
• The means by which money is obtained is important ‒ no unfair or illegal 


methods are acceptable. 
• Some Christians do not approve of gambling e.g. lottery 


 
Anglican 
• Weekly collection during Sunday services. 
• Protestant denominations have tradition of tithing (giving of 10%). 


 
Catholic 
• Wealth is a gift from God and it is a sin not to use wealth properly. 
• Regular special collections during the year, such as for vocations, etc. 
• Weekly collection during Mass. 


 
Buddhism 
• Wealth itself does not bring happiness. 
• Poverty and deprivation also lead to suffering. 
• There should be a balance between having enough and wanting more. 
• A Buddhist should cultivate virtues of generosity, compassion and 


goodwill. 
 


Hinduism 
• There is a need to avoid actions that demonstrate greed, as this will lead to 


bad karma. 
• ‘Artha’ ‒ gaining wealth by lawful means, is acceptable. 
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• There is a need to fulfil one’s dharma (duty) through use of wealth. 
• Wealth is not wrong in itself; it is not owned, it is loaned by God. 
• If you are wealthy, then you should be generous and compassionate. 
• The way in which money is obtained is important ‒ no illegal means 


accepted. 
 


Islam 
• It is not wrong to be wealthy. 
• All wealth is a gift from Allah. 
• All Muslims are required to pay zakat (2.5% of wealth) annually. 
• The more wealthy the more generous a Muslim should be. 
• Voluntary payments (sadaqah) or good actions for charity are 


encouraged. 
 


Judaism 
• Use of Pushke boxes. 
• All possessions belong to God, so people should neither strive for them 


nor shun them. 
• People should budget carefully and provide for themselves and their 


family. 
• Giving to those in need is also a duty (money boxes for charity) in many 


homes. 
• The practice of setting aside a tenth. 
• Wealth should be used for the benefit of the community. 
• Avoidance of using money on the Sabbath. 
• Importance of tzedekah. 
• Charity should be given anonymously. 


 
Sikhism 
• Wealth must be honestly gained. 
• Wealth should be used for the benefit of others (seva). 
• One tenth should be given to charities or those in need. 
• Seva is a charitable action and central to Sikhism. 


 
 


(e) ‘Religion is always shown badly by the media.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have thought of more than one point of view. [AO4 8] 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (e) Level Descriptor. 
Candidates should be expected to follow the rubric clearly. 
Candidates achieving the higher levels should be including appropriate 
religious and moral reasoning in their answers. 


 
References to individual programmes or films may be made, but it is the depth 
of the related argument rather than the description of issue that credit is 
gained. 


 
The following sorts of comments may well appear: 
• Any presence in the media is better than no presence in the media. 
• Some areas of the media inform, e.g. programmes leading up to 


Ramadan. 
• Stereotypes of religious people in comedy programmes. 
• Some programmes show religious people in a positive light with relevant 
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examples. 
• Media supports people to worship who might be unable to attend services, 


etc. 
• Media can be used to discredit stereotypes. 
• Certain programmes, e.g. Songs of Praise, help nurture faith 


development. 
• Newspapers can stereotype religion, particularly with reference to 


pictures. 
• Internet can exacerbate anti-Semitism. 
• Specific religious channels and web-sites can inform. 
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		(b) Explain how a religious person or organisation might work for justice.

		(c) 'It's impossible for people to be equal.'

		(d) Explain from two different religious traditions attitudes to charity.

		Christianity
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		(e) ‘Religion is always shown badly by the media.’
















Sticky Note

L2:2 awarded for this expanded explanation.



Sticky Note

L2:2. When answering this question a biography of a religious person is not required. The question is asking for a response on how justice has been worked for.



Sticky Note

Awarded L3:3.







Sticky Note

Taking the answer as a whole this was awarded L3:3. The Christian content is very weak and limited. The Islam content is better.







Sticky Note

L1:2. There is a great deal written in this response but little of it is directed to answering the question and it is repetitive. 
















Sticky Note

Answer includes an explanation and relevant example. Awarded L:2.



Sticky Note

L3:3. Some very good examples of how a religious believers might work for justice.



Sticky Note

L4:4. Two distinct reasons given and elaborated upon.







Sticky Note

L3:4. The answer is marked as a whole. There is credit for the practice of charity and the reference to religious teaching.







Sticky Note

Much of this answer is irrelevant and the response does not address the actual question. It was awarded L1:2.
















Sticky Note

L1:1. This is a weak response but credit worthy of something. 



Sticky Note

Basic idea expressed in the answer so L1:1 awarded.



Sticky Note

L2:2 Two very basic reasons given.







Sticky Note

Taken as an answer in totality this was awarded L2:2. It is a very basic and limited response to the question.







Sticky Note

L1:2. Very basic answer. It makes a simple connection.
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	 (b)	 Explain how a religious person or organisation might work for justice.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (c)	
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	 (i)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


	 (ii)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


‘It’s impossible for people to be equal.’







8


(4451-01)


Examiner
only


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


	 (d)	 Explain from two different religious traditions attitudes to charity. 
		  (You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.)	 [6]
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	 (e)	 ‘Religion is always shown badly by the media.’


		  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought 
of more than one point of view.


		  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.)	 [8]
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Q.3 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by ‘God’. [AO1 2] 


  Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (a) Level Descriptor. 
An appropriate example may be credited. 
One-word answers cannot be considered explanations. 


 


  Accept any suitable explanation, e.g.  


• An ultimate or supreme being. 
• The creator of all. 
• Lord of all. 
• A sense of feeling overwhelmed in God’s presence. 
• Deity believed to be omnipresent. 


 
 


(b) Explain how religious beliefs might influence a view on vocation. 
[AO1 4] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (b) Level Descriptor. 
Answers should show the impact of faith. 


 
The answer is not required to be related to any one religious tradition. 
Answers may, therefore, come from any of the religious traditions specified in 
the Specification. 


 
Reference may be made to: 
• By following compassion and caring of others, e.g. Mother Teresa. 
• As a result of private or public worship. 
• By witnessing. 
• By upholding the teachings of the sacred scriptures. 
• Following a vocation to become a monk, nun etc. 


 
 


(c) 'Religion is not important in today’s society.' 
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with 
this statement. [AO2 4] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (c) Level Descriptor. 
Reasons can be for or against the quotation or one for and one against. 


 
Reasons that may be given and expanded include: 
• Many people worship world-wide so it is important. 
• For many, religion gives a purpose of life. 
• Impact of religion on daily life, e.g. dietary and what is worn. 
• Britain has become more secular and, therefore, religion is less important. 
• In some countries, there is an official state religion. 
• Some countries declare themselves secular states, e.g. New Zealand. 
• References to God are no longer compulsory in Scout and Guides’ oaths. 
• Some consider it a religious duty to share their faith. 
• Religious practices are needed to inform policies, e.g. census details. 
• Fewer people declare themselves religious in Britain or go to places of 


worship. 
• Impact of religion on society, e.g. festivals. 
• Impact of religion on life-style. 
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(d) Explain, from two religious traditions beliefs about the afterlife.  [AO1 6] 
(You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.) 


 
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (d) Level Descriptor. 


 
Any appropriate answers should be given credit, as any of the religious 
traditions specified can be chosen and candidates may be answering from 
their own tradition. 
Where the names of religious tradition are incorrect, but the information is 
accurate, credit up to a maximum of Level 4: 5 marks. 


 
In an answer requiring two religious traditions or teachings, where one part is 
comprehensive (and would be worthy of a Level 4 on its own) but the other is 
weak (and worth a Level 1 or 2 on its own) award a Level 3 for the whole, and 
3 or 4 marks accordingly. 


 
Answers may well refer to the following: 


 
Credit may be given for statements that appertain to a number of religious 
traditions, e.g. different views within the same religious tradition depending 
upon personal interpretations of sacred texts and conscience. 


 
Christian 
• Death is not the end. 
• Eternal life after death for believers in either spiritual or bodily form. 
• Belief in resurrection. 
• Entrance to heaven depends upon responses to Jesus and his teachings. 
• Entrance to heaven depends upon how a person responds to those in 


need on earth. 
• Belief in some form of a Judgement day. 
• Belief in some form of Hell or distance from God. 
• Afterlife is a spiritual existence. 


 
Catholic 
• Believe in resurrection and immortality. 
• At death, those who have not sinned since last confession go to Heaven. 
• The souls of those who have sinned will go to Purgatory to be cleansed. 
• Those who have committed mortal sins or refused to believe in God will 


go to Hell. 
• Although most Catholic believers have regarded Heaven, Hell and 


Purgatory as actual places, the Church’s teaching is that they are both a 
place and a state of existence. 


 
Eastern Orthodox beliefs 
• The beliefs of these Churches very closely parallel those of the Roman 


Catholic church.  However, they have no formal belief about the existence 
of Purgatory. 


 
Jehovah Witness 
Literal interpretation of biblical passages may be used to support the key 
beliefs: 
• The dead are in an unconscious, sleep-like condition. 
• Jesus Christ’s death has sacrificial value that provides deliverance from 


death for those that accept it. 
• Belief that the majority of those who have died in the past will be 


resurrected to life on earth, joining those who survive the battle of 
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Armageddon. 
• Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the wicked and unrepentant will be 


destroyed eternally at Armageddon. Those not resurrected by God will 
simply remain dead. They completely reject the concept that God 
punishes humans with eternal torment in a fiery hell. 


 
Buddhism 
• Death is not the end of life, but the end of the body inhabited in this life. 
• The spirit will still remain and seek out through the need of attachment to 


a new body and new life. 
• Where they will be born is a result of the past and the accumulation of 


positive and negative action, and the resultant karma/kamma (cause and 
effect) is a result of past actions. 


• This would lead to the person to be re-born in one of six realms which are: 
heaven, human beings, Asura, hungry ghost, animal and hell, according to 
the severity of ones karmic actions. 


• None of these realms are permanent. 
 


Hinduism 
• Belief in the immortality of the atman. 
• After death the atman migrates to a different body- 


transmigration/reincarnation. 
• Many Hindus believe the break from this cycle comes after fulfilling 


dharma after being a sannyasin. 
• State of bliss is nirvana, which some think refers to merging of soul with 


Brahman and some think own identity is kept. 
• For some, moksha is attained by following dharma or, for some, by 


devotion to God or through meditation. 
 


Islam 
• Does not believe in immortality of the soul. 
• Body stays in the ground until Judgement Day. 
• Then everyone will be raised. 
• Some believe non-Muslims will go to Hell and some believe Allah will 


forgive non-Muslims who have lived a good life. 
• All that Muslims do will be noted for the Last Day. 


 
Judaism 
• Belief God will end world when he chooses to do so. 
• Resurrection of the dead. 
• Some believe there is a spirit world into which all souls immediately go 


after death. 
• What happens in the next life is governed by what has happened in this. 
• Jewish cemeteries called House of Life, symbolising death is not the end. 
• Some believe in the resurrection of the dead as set out by Maimonides in 


the 13 Principles. 
 


Sikhism 
• Believe in reincarnation ‒ a person’s soul may be reborn many times as a 


human or an animal. 
• The Guru Granth Sahib says that the body is just clothing for the soul and 


is discarded at death. 
• There is a divine spark which is part of Waheguru in each person and this 


spark, all Sikhs believe that everything that happens is Hukam ‒ the will of 
Waheguru (God). 
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• The soul is taken back to join Waheguru when a person is finally released 
from the cycle of rebirth. 


• Sikhs believe that there are 8,400,000 forms of life and that many souls 
have to travel through a number of these before they can reach 
Waheguru. 


• When something dies their soul is reborn. Only humans know the 
difference between right and wrong, and so it is only when the soul is in a 
human being that there is a chance of the cycle being broken. 


• Sikhs believe in karma. This belief says that actions, and the 
consequences of these actions, decide whether a soul can be set loose 
from the cycle.  Freedom from the cycle of rebirth is called mukti. 


• These things can stop a soul reaching mukti: hanker ‒ pride, kam ‒ lust or 
desire, karodh ‒ anger, lobh ‒ greed, manmukh ‒ being self-centred 
instead of God-centred which is Gurmukh, maya ‒ illusion ‒ looking at the 
world and ignoring Waheguru, moh ‒ being too attached to the world. 
 


 
(e) ‘Public worship is more important than private worship’ 


Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have thought of more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


[AO2 8] 
 


Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (e) Level Descriptor. 
Candidates should be expected to follow the rubric clearly. 
Candidates achieving the higher levels should be including appropriate 
religious and moral reasoning in their answers. 


 
Points that could be discussed include: 
• Worship of God is what religion is about. 
• The daily rituals of religion, through private worship are important. 
• Worship of God is only one small part of religion. 
• Following in the footsteps of a religious founder is a focus for some 


religious believers who were often inspired by private worship. 
• Buddhists do not worship God. 
• Rites of passage are an important part of religion and include public 


worship. 
• Credit appropriate examples of religious activity. 
• Public worship allows community expression. 
• In some religions private worship is a duty. 
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		Spec B Mark Scheme - Q3.pdf

		(b) Explain how religious beliefs might influence a view on vocation.

		(c) 'Religion is not important in today’s society.'

		(d) Explain, from two religious traditions beliefs about the afterlife.  [AO1 6] (You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.)

		Christian

		Catholic

		Eastern Orthodox beliefs

		Jehovah Witness

		Buddhism

		Hinduism

		Islam

		Judaism

		Sikhism

		(e) ‘Public worship is more important than private worship’
















Sticky Note

There are two ideas within the explanation; God is the creator of the human race and of the earth. L2:2 marks awarded.



Sticky Note

There is a single idea in this answer that vocation is related to a sense of evangelism. it is just credit worthy for one mark, so awarded L1:1.



Sticky Note

L2:2. Two limited reasons are given.







Sticky Note

Weak response to the question. All Christians would believe in afterlife and the same for Muslims. Awarded L1:1. Credit is given for the idea of the soul living on after death.







Sticky Note

L1:2. Limited response to the question.
Simple connection made between religion and people's lives.
















Sticky Note

L2:2. Credit is given for the idea of Gd as an ultimate reality or supreme being and that God is an object of worship.



Sticky Note

Much of this answer is not relevant. Credit is given for the connection to holy orders. L1:1.



Sticky Note

L2:2. Two basic responses.







Sticky Note

L3:4. Both parts of the answer contain religious teachings.







Sticky Note

L2:4. A very generic answer. There are two points of view.
















Sticky Note

Credit is given for the explanation and the example. L2:2.



Sticky Note

LO. The candidate does not appear to know this term. No mark awarded.



Sticky Note

L2:2. Two simple reasons are given.







Sticky Note

Positive marking means the incorrect information in the first part is ignored and credit is given for the second part of the answer. This was awarded L2:2.







Sticky Note

L1:2. A very basic response which makes a connection between religion and people's lives.
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3.	 Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.
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	 (a)	 Explain what religious believers mean by ‘God’.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	 (b)	 Explain how religious beliefs might influence a view on vocation.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (c)	
‘Religion is not important in today’s society.’


		  Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement.
			   [4]


	 (i)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


	 (ii)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (d)	 Explain from two religious traditions beliefs about the afterlife.
		  (You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.)	 [6]


	 (i)	 Name of religious tradition:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (ii)	 Name of religious tradition:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (e)	 ‘Public worship is more important than private worship.’


		  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought 
of more than one point of view.


		  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.)	 [8]
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Q.4 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by ‘personal conviction’.  [AO1 2] 
 


Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (a) Level Descriptor. 
An appropriate example may be credited. 
One-word answers cannot be considered explanations. 


 
Accept any suitable explanation, e.g. 
• Personal conviction is something a person strongly believes in. 
• Personal conviction is something a person has strong feelings about. 


 
(b) Explain how having a religious belief might affect attitudes to human 


rights. [AO1 4] 
 


Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (b) Level Descriptor. 
Answers should show the impact of faith. 
The answer is not required to be related to any one religious tradition. 
Answers may, therefore, come from any of the religious traditions specified in 
the Specification. 


 
Reference may be made to: 
• The teachings of sacred texts. 
• Explanation of the importance of the sanctity of human life. 
• Impact of actions of leaders and founders of religion, e.g. Prophet 


Muhammad and the way of peace, Guru Nanak and equality, Jesus and 
love your neighbour. 


• Impact of actions of famous religious believers. 
• Reference to specific attitude to individual human rights. 
• Religious believers working to create a more just society. 


 
 


(c) ‘Sacred books are the most important authority.’ 
Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with 
this statement. [AO2 4] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (c) Level Descriptor. 
Reasons can be for or against the quotation or one for and one against. 


 
Reasons that may be given and expanded include: 
• Considered to be the word of God/considered to be a revelation. 
• Many teachings have an influence upon a Christian’s daily life, e.g. Ten 


Commandments. 
• Truth statements and oaths often taken on sacred texts. 
• Some Christians believe all in the bible is literally true. 
• Used as a source of instruction in public worship. 
• Used as a source of inspiration for private worship. 
• Rules for living. 
• Laws of the land. 
• Religious leaders are an important source of authority. 
• Personal conscience is an important source of authority. 
• There is no one single source of authority. 
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(d) Explain, from two different religious traditions, the duties of religious 
believers. 
(You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.) [AO1 6] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO1 Question (d) Level Descriptor. 


 
Any appropriate answers should be given credit, as any of the religious 
traditions specified can be chosen and candidates may be answering from 
their own tradition. In an answer requiring two religious traditions or teachings, 
where one part is comprehensive (and would be worthy of a Level 4 on         
its own) but the other is weak (and worth a Level 1 or 2 on its own) award a 
Level 3 for the whole, and 3 or 4 marks accordingly 


 
Answers may well refer to the following: 


 
Christianity 
(For candidates answering from Christianity alone, it is expected they acknowledge 
where there are any differences/similarities within Christian traditions). 
• Duty to God. 
• Duty to your neighbour. 
• Duty to yourself. 
• Duty to use God-given talents in the right way. 
• Duty to keep body and mind healthy. 


 
Catholic 
• To serve God in the world. 
• To attend mass each week/holy days of obligation. 
• Follow the teachings of the church. 


 
Buddhism 
• Practice of the dharma. 
• To follow the Eightfold Path. 
• To achieve enlightenment. 
• Duty to keep body and mind healthy. 


 
Hinduism 
• Central duty is dharma or duty. 
• Life is a life of sacrifice. 
• Discipline of body, mind and soul. 
• Ahimsa (non-harm) is practised. 


 
Islam 
• To submit to the will of Allah. 
• To follow the Five Pillars of Faith. 
• To look after the world as a Khalifah (steward). 
• Duty to use God-given talents in the right way. 
• Duty to keep body and mind healthy. 
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Judaism 
• Obedience to God. 
• Upholding the religious laws of Judaism. 
• 613 Mitzvot. 
• Treating others as they wish to be treated. 
• Duty to use talents which are God-given. 
• Duty to keep body and mind healthy. 


 
Sikhism 
• Main duties are prayer, work and service. 
• God should be at the forefront of everything they do. 
• Sikhs should live honestly. 
• Sikhs should care for others. 


 
(e) ‘It is never right to take a life.’ 


Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have thought of more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [AO2 8] 


 
Reference must be made to the AO2 Question (e) Level Descriptor. 
Candidates should be expected to follow the rubric clearly. 
Candidates achieving the higher levels should be including appropriate 
religious and moral reasoning in their answers. 


 
Points that could be discussed include: 
• Human life is sacred. 
• Capital punishment is a necessary form of punishment for certain crimes. 
• All life is sacred and no-one has the right to take someone else’s life. 
• God alone decides the length of life for a person. 
• It might be that an innocent person is executed. 
• Some religious traditions accept it is inevitable for certain crimes, e.g. 


murder. 
• Many claim capital punishment is a deterrent. 
• The Old Testament teaching - ‘an eye for an eye’ - Exodus 20. 
• One of the Ten Commandments teaches it is wrong to kill. 
• Do two wrong ever make something right? 
• Jesus taught the importance of forgiveness. 
• It does not allow for the possibility of repentance. 
• It should be the decision for relatives if a family member is murdered 


before the death penalty is carried out, e.g. Qur’an. 
• There is something of God in everyone and only God has the right to take 


a life. 
• A key feature of Buddhism is non-harm and metta (loving kindness). 
• Could be against Hindu principle of ahimsa. 
• It is more humane to take a life than to keep someone locked up or 


suffering. 
• It is for the greater good. 
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		Q.4 (a) Explain what religious believers mean by ‘personal conviction’.  [AO1 2]

		(b) Explain how having a religious belief might affect attitudes to human rights. [AO1 4]

		(c) ‘Sacred books are the most important authority.’

		(d) Explain, from two different religious traditions, the duties of religious believers.

		Christianity

		Catholic

		Buddhism

		Hinduism

		Islam

		Judaism

		Sikhism

		(e) ‘It is never right to take a life.’
















Sticky Note

This incorrect answer is rather about stewardship than dominion, so is awarded no marks.



Sticky Note

Credit is given for the idea of human souls and being made by God. Awarded L2:2.







Sticky Note

Repetitive answer awarded L2:2.







Sticky Note

L1:2. Simple connection between religion and human lives.
















Sticky Note

L1:1. Credit for the idea of having power. The second part of the answer is about stewardship.



Sticky Note

There are a lot of ideas in this answer. Positive marking means the incorrect idea about Adam and Eve is ignored. Awarded L4:4.



Sticky Note

L3:3. Two reasons are given.







Sticky Note

L3:4. Some good religious teachings content based on the Christian tradition.











Sticky Note

Much of this answer is irrelevant and does not address the question. Awarded L1:2 marks.
















Sticky Note

The sentence makes no sense and is awarded no marks.



Sticky Note

Basic idea about biblical creation so L1:1.



Sticky Note

L2:2. Two simple reasons are given.







Sticky Note

L2:2. Explanation of the central theme of stewardship. 







Sticky Note

L1:1. Very basic response with a simple point of view.
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4.	 Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.
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	 (a)	 Explain what religious believers mean by ‘dominion’.	 [2]


	


	


	


	


	 (b)	 Explain how having a religious faith might influence beliefs about creation.	 [4]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	 (c)	
‘Humans are more than just physical bodies.’


		  Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement.
			   [4]


	 (i)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	


	


	


	 (ii)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (d)	 Explain from one religious tradition attitudes to caring for the environment.
		  (You must state the religious tradition you are referring to.)	 [6]


		  Name of religious tradition:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (e)	 ‘It does not matter how animals are treated.’


		  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought 
of more than one point of view.


		  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.)	 [8]


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


END OF PAPER
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Main

Sticky Note

Correct definition and inclusion of an example to exemplify the meaning of the term. The answer is awarded L2:2.



Main

Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates a real awareness of how religious faith may impact on a viewpoint regarding same sex relationships. Religious terms are used extensively and correctly. L4:4.



Main

Sticky Note

The second part of this answer is comprehensive and well explained. The response was awarded L3:3.







Main

Sticky Note

Comprehensive answer in the space provided. The two different teachings of Christianity are explained correctly from the Protestant and Catholic traditions. There is very good use of key terms in this answer. Awarded L4:6 marks.







Main

Sticky Note

Awarded L4:8 marks. There is the use of appropriate specialist language in this answer. It is a through discussion displaying understanding of the implications for individuals and society.



Main

Sticky Note

SPaG is of the highest standard and the full five marks are awarded.

































Main

Sticky Note

L2:2. Explanation of the term and the addition of examples.



Main

Sticky Note

L2:2. The answer requires candidates to respond about either a person or organisation. Reading this answer carefully, the candidate achieves L4:4 because the answer has a focus on what a religious believer may do to work for justice. it is a very clever interpretation of the question.



Main

Sticky Note

Two different viewpoint which are expanded. Awarded L4:4.







Main

Sticky Note

Two religious traditions are used to provide a comprehensive response to this question. Very good use of specialist terms. The answer correctly identifies the practice of charity as part of the attitudes to charity. L4:6 awarded.







Main

Sticky Note

There are two perspectives in this answer with some discussion about the attitudes to two different religions. It is in the highest level at level 4 but was only awarded 7 marks.

































Main

Sticky Note

Full explanation supported by examples of the names for God.



Main

Sticky Note

The candidates understands the term vocation and makes an attempt to explain how religious beliefs might influence a view on this. L3:3.



Main

Sticky Note

L4:4. Comprehensive response to this question. Two clear and separate viewpoints are expanded upon with the very good use of religious terms.







Main

Sticky Note

L4:6. Detailed and comprehensive answer correctly based on two religious traditions.
Very good use of specialist language.







Main

Sticky Note

Comprehensive discussion. Towards the end of the answer, it becomes a little descriptive. Awarded L4:7 marks.





































Main

Sticky Note

Excellent explanation of the term with relevant examples. L2:2.



Main

Sticky Note

A very comprehensive response to this question. Awarded L4:4. Religious terms are used extensively and interpreted accurately.



Main

Sticky Note

Very good response to this question. Two viewpoints are expressed incorporating both religious and moral aspects. L4:4.







Main

Sticky Note

The response only requires reference to one religious tradition. Clear exposition of the attitudes of the Christian religion. Awarded L4:6 marks.







Main

Sticky Note

Communicates clearly and appropriately different viewpoints with an extensive use of specialist language. L4:8.







