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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 14306 24.7 4.7 40 61.9 99.9
2 14298 16.8 3.7 30 56.1 99.8
3 14209 16.4 4.8 30 54.6 99.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer all three questions.

Study the front covers for XXL and Asian Woman magazines.

1. Analyse the front covers for both XXL and Asian Woman commenting on:

 • visual codes
 • layout and design
 • language and mode of address. [40]

 
 

   

  

  
  

END OF PAPER

Acknowledgement:  The magazine covers were sourced on the credited websites in January 2013 and are reproduced 
under the provision of ‘Fair Dealing’ UK.
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Sticky Note
Colour is referenced in a sophisticated way.

Sticky Note
A good point is made about the purpose behind the language used. Weaker candidates would be more likely to say that 'exclusive' meant 'special' without considering why this language has been used.

Sticky Note
The representation point is developed further, showing an implicit understanding of the way in which the text has been constructed and the ideology behind the cover image.

Sticky Note
The candidate addresses one of the bullet points, 'mode of address', and links it to the effect on the audience, thus avoiding a simple description. 

Sticky Note
Here the candidate broadens their analysis to discuss the concept of representation; again, there is a clear textual example. This demonstrates the candidate's more sophisticated understanding.

Polygonal Line
This paragraph chooses a specific example- the masthead and goes beyond a simplistic comment by analysing the connotations of the title. There is a clear understanding of purpose and effect and a sophisticated level of expression.



Sticky Note
This is a sophisticated point related to representation and is supported by a textual reference.

Sticky Note
A relevant point is made about the conscious decision to place the cover image over the masthead. There is well-developed use of media terminology.

Sticky Note
Good use of relevant media vocabulary related to the form.

Polygonal Line
This paragraph makes some sophisticated points using media terminology. There are good links to audience. However, the points needed to be supported by specific examples from the text.



Sticky Note
This is a sophisticated response to Q1, demonstrating a thorough understanding of the key signifiers contained within the texts. There is a well developed use of media terminology. There is clear evidence of a structured response to the question. More marks could have been attained if the candidate had developed their analysis of language using specific examples from the texts. 

Sticky Note
This is a simple, undeveloped point. More could have been said about what the price tells us about the target audience.

Polygonal Line
This paragraph makes good general points related to the codes and conventions of womens' magazines. However, these are not supported by specific examples from the text. As a result, the analysis of language is covered less well by this candidate.









Sticky Note
The candidate makes a relevant point about the effect of language on the audience.

Sticky Note
A relevant point is made about the link between the language of the magazine and the reader.

Sticky Note
This candidate has adopted a different approach and cross references the two texts.

Polygonal Line
This is a sound analysis of the cover image of XXL and it avoids just describing the image. The candidate analyses the visual codes of clothing and expression and link this to representations of masculinity. These points are then linked to audience responses. The points are made simply and there is a lack of sophisticated media terminology.



Sticky Note
The candidate does not cover all of the bullet points fully in their analysis of 'XXL'. All are referred to, but visual codes is more implicit and language is only dealt with briefly. The focus tends to be on layout and design, representation and audience.

Sticky Note
This is a sound point about how the technical code helps to construct an idea about the celebrity and shows the beginning of an independent reading.

Sticky Note
This point is less secure and the candidate needed to define what they understand by a 'metrosexual man'. The two men are in fact different in the way in which their representation is constructed as acknowledged earlier by the candidate and this needed to be explored further to improve the response.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate begins to discuss how the representation is constructed through technical codes; this is linked to the relationship with the audience.



Sticky Note
This response is unfinished and the return to the first text in the final paragraph reflects a weak structure. However, the candidate does show a sound understanding of the conventions of the texts and evidence of an independent point of view. There is also a clear awareness evident of how the front covers are created in order to communicate meaning to an audience. The candidate is stronger when discussing 'XXL' than 'Asian Woman'. This places the response in Lower Level 3.

Sticky Note
The analysis of 'Asian Woman' magazine is brief and undeveloped. The candidate needed to ensure that all the bullet points were covered. There is very little analysis of language beyond the slogan. 

Sticky Note
The reference to colour is relevant in its suggestion of the target audience but the point needed to be developed.

Sticky Note
This is not entirely accurate; the slogan suggests a modern representation of an independent Asian woman.

Sticky Note
Although there is a reference to theory here, it is not entirely secure and shows only a limited understanding of this very complex theory. Where theories are used they must be understood and applied appropriately.

Sticky Note
This is a very simple assertion which lacks clarity, although the reference to the cover model as a role model is relevant.
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Answer all three questions.

Study the front covers for XXL and Asian Woman magazines.

2. (a) Study the cover for XXL magazine. Suggest two different audiences for this magazine.
[4]

 (b) Study the cover for Asian Woman magazine. Explore how the main audience for this 
magazine has been targeted. [10]

 (c) With reference to your own detailed examples, explore how media texts attract different 
audiences. [16]

END OF PAPER

Acknowledgement:  The magazine covers were sourced on the credited websites in January 2013 and are reproduced 
under the provision of ‘Fair Dealing’ UK.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Sticky Note
When faced with a question  about the 'main' or 'target' audience, many candidates try to suggest an age range. This can be problematic and here the candidate would have produced a more developed answer by discussing gender or interests or ethnicity. They do not explain the reason for their choice of age range.

Polygonal Line
There are some sound comments in this paragraph. Mode of address is referred to implicitly and there is a general awareness of the features of the text that will target the audience. However, the candidate does not link these comments to the choice of 'main' audience stated in the first paragraph. There is also no specific examples from the text to support their points.

Polygonal Line
In this paragraph the candidate does make some specific references to the actual text and so supports their points and broadens their analysis. There is evidence of a sound understanding of how the female audience has been targeted. A more secure answer would have discussed the initial notion of the older woman and the references to the Asian culture, albeit from a largely Western viewpoint. 









Sticky Note
This candidate includes an introduction giving an overview of their understanding of audience. In this short paragraph they make some pertinent points about how audiences can be identified and so targeted by media texts.

Sticky Note
This is a relevant, if a little old, text. The candidate has chosen to focus on how it targets a specific age group. They would have been better advised to use the key word 'target' from the question rather than 'attract'. 

Sticky Note
The candidate refers to a specific scene in the film. It is important when a longer text, for example, a film has been used to ensure that specific key scenes can be referred to thus highlighting significant points.

Sticky Note
The candidate uses and audio code and specific references to the language used to support the point that the text targets a younger audience and distances an older audience. It is evident that the candidate has a good knowledge of the film and can relate it to the question.

Sticky Note
This is a well structured and articulate sentence demonstrating the candidate's understanding. Again, the point is supported by the analysis of a specific scene from the film. 



Sticky Note
The second example is also a little outdated, but is used effectively to answer the question. Here the focus is on the targeting of an older audience. A strength of this candidate is their ability to express themselves and their use of specific textual examples so avoiding generalisations. However, the analysis, although good, is a little undeveloped. The candidate has obviously taken note of the mark allocation and understood that they are required to write less for this question.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate refers only to 'the news' and not to a specific programme in their discussion of the riots. It is also not clear how this example specifically addresses the question although this is picked up in the conclusion where political viewpoint as a means of targeting audiences is mentioned.



Sticky Note
The conclusion, along with the introduction, as previously mentioned, demonstrates that the candidate has thought about the structure of their response. What they have produced is good. The conclusion effectively summarises the relationship between the text and the audience.





Sticky Note
There is no introduction to this response. The candidate launches straight into their first example. An introduction helps to show the examiner that the candidate knows how to structure a short essay. An introduction also enables the candidate to demonstrate their overview of the topic, for example, audience.

Sticky Note
This is an appropriate example of an advertisement and a sound analysis. The candidate engages in a general discussion of how the constructed and manipulated appearance of the star attracts an older audience. The candidate makes the mistake of focusing on 'attracting' rather than 'targeting'. Highlighting and then using the relevant audience word from the question helps to focus the response on the correct area. There are sound references to the mode of address of the central image but the analysis does not mention other generic features, for example, slogan, copy, visual codes which could have developed this response.

Sticky Note
The candidate includes a second appropriate example from a different media form.

Sticky Note
The target audience of the the programme is stated and the candidate gives some specific examples focusing on narrative and the attraction of the female audience. 

Sticky Note
Sound reference to the way in which young people are attracted through the representations in the text. This example allows the candidate to focus on a different audience to the first example and to make a different range of points. However, the candidate once again focuses on 'attract' rather that 'target'.

Sticky Note
The overall response is sound. To move into UL3 the candidate needed to focus more clearly on the notion of targeting and to engage in more specific, detailed analysis of the chosen texts. 
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Answer all three questions.

Study the front covers for XXL and Asian Woman magazines.

3. With reference to your own detailed examples, explore representations of ethnicity in the
media today.  [30]

END OF PAPER

Acknowledgement:  The magazine covers were sourced on the credited websites in January 2013 and are reproduced 
under the provision of ‘Fair Dealing’ UK.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





Sticky Note
This opening paragraph is articulate an employs sophisticated media terminology. Its inclusion allows the candidate to demonstrate their understanding of the concept of representation. Many candidates rush straight into their first example without showing their awareness of the question's focus.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate mentions an outdated media text but uses it to briefly show their awareness of the sociological change related to the representation of ethnicity in the media.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate analyses another historical text, they would have been better advised to move onto the focus of the question which is representation 'in the media today'. Overly outdated texts like this one do not allow the candidate to effectively answer the question.



Sticky Note
In their analysis the candidate chooses a key scene, this is good practice when the text is long, for example, a film. Focusing on a relevant scene allows the candidate to make some perceptive points using sophisticated language. They also comment on the purpose and effect of the scene in the overall context of the film.

Sticky Note
Evidence of understanding of how the representation of ethnicity is constructed through the inclusion of an audio code.

Sticky Note
The choice of a modern text helps to develop this response. The text is also from a different form and genre - this point is not fully highlighted in the analysis.



Sticky Note
The candidate has here missed an opportunity to discuss the context of this programme and its purpose - humour. A more sophisticated response may have discussed how this genre uses stereotypes to transmit messages quickly and to create humour. The last sentence of this paragraph does allude to audience responses, this could have been developed further.

Sticky Note
There is an attempt to discuss audience here although it is not entirely secure. 

Sticky Note
This is an interesting contemporary example which allows the candidate to develop their discussion of the representation of ethnicity as an issue. It also follows on effectively from the previous point about audience demonstrating a well structured response.



22

Sticky Note
This final example offered an interesting approach demonstrating a broader understanding . However, there needed to be more specific analysis of the actual advertisement and its construction.

Sticky Note
This response showed a good understanding of representation issues and a good exploration of the media concept. There was a range of examples but some were outdated and others were not fully explored. Media language was used appropriately and effectively.
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Advanced Subsidiary/Advanced Level Media Studies 
MS1: Representations and Responses 
 
 
MS1: Generic Marking Scheme (Question 1) 
 
Question 1 
 


Level AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding when analysing media 
products and processes, and when evaluating their own practical 
work, to show how meanings and responses are created. 
 


Level 1: 0-15 Superficial view of texts at a common-sense level.  Lack of focus on text.  
Descriptive rather than analytical.  Some unsupported assertion or 
irrelevance.  Lack of fluency.  Uninformed by media knowledge or 
understanding. 
 


Level 2: 16-23 
 
(16-19) 


At the lower end of this level, there will be a basic sense of how meanings 
are created although there may be some attempt to analyse key features.  
Some recognition of connotations but a tendency to over-elaborate the 
simple. 
 
Descriptive. 
 


(20-23) At the upper end of this level, candidates will demonstrate an 
understanding of media texts and their conventions linked with an ability 
to analyse.  Recognition of connotations and representations but 
undeveloped.  An understanding of how texts make meanings. 
Tendency to describe. 
 


Level 3: 24-31 
 
(24-27) 


At the lower end of this level, there will be a sound understanding of 
media texts and their conventions linked with a sound ability to analyse.  
Sound grasp of connotations.  At this level, points will be established, 
using the appropriate media terminology.  Individual point of view 
beginning to emerge. 
 


(28-31) At the upper end of the level, candidates will reveal a good understanding 
of media texts and conventions linked with a good ability to analyse.  
Confident use of media terminology and a well-structured argument, 
possibly drawing on different approaches.  Exploration of ideas to give a 
valid interpretation of the text appropriately supported. 
 


Level 4: 32-40 Sophisticated and perceptive analysis, revealing a thorough 
understanding of key signifiers and techniques.  Complex ideas 
expressed coherently.  Awareness of the polysemic nature of texts with a 
possible recognition of the ideological.  Evidence of an overview.  Well-
developed use of media terminology. 
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MS1: Question-specific marking scheme 
 


Candidates are awarded marks for each of the assessment objectives.  Markers need to 
ensure that candidates are placed within the correct levels and given marks accordingly. 
 


The question-specific marking scheme provides points which candidates may refer to in their 
answers.  It must be used in conjunction with the relevant grid.  Examiners are however 
reminded that this is not a definitive list and that they should remain open-minded and 
engage with what the candidates have written.  Relevant answers, which cover material not 
included below, must be rewarded on merit.  There is likely to be a variety of approaches to 
Questions 2 and 3 and centres are likely to have studied a range of different examples.  This 
is wholly acceptable and each response must be considered individually. 
 


1.  Analyse the front covers for both XXL and Asian Woman magazines 


commenting on: [40] 


 visual codes 


 layout and design 


 language and mode of address. 
 


Visual codes 
 


XXL 


 use and effect of colours 


 iconography related to music style 


 clothing and physical appearance 


 gesture, gaze and body language 
 


Asian Woman 


 use and effect of colours 


 iconography linked to ethnicity 


 clothing and physical appearance 


 gesture, gaze and body language 
 


Layout and design 
 


XXL 


 positioning of central images and gaze to readers 


 bold style of masthead 


 use of cover and sell lines 


 font styles 


 text positioning/design 


 colour  
 


Asian Woman 


 positioning of central image and gaze to readers 


 style of masthead, covered by model suggesting well known publication 


 placing of cover and sell lines 


 font styles suggesting female readership 


 text positioning/design 


 colour codes 
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Language and mode of address 


 


XXL 


 mode of address appropriate to target audience  


 use of genre specific lexis e.g. 'MCs that matter' 


 recognisable names linked to genre 


 stories linked to target audience 


 hyperbolic claims-'exclusive' 


 quantification 


 promises of pleasure  


 exclusivity-'special collector's issue' / 'exclusive interview' 


 


Asian Woman 


 mode of address appropriate to target audience 


 use of rhetorical questions 


 stories linked to target audience 


 aspirational slogan  


 hyperbolic claims  


 quick-fix problem solving 


 use of direct quotations creating enigmas 


 use of imperatives 


 language linked to cultural focus of magazine 
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Q.2 


(b) Study the cover for Asian Woman magazine.  Explore how the main audience  
for this magazine has been targeted. [10] 


Answers may include: 


 main audience – young Asian women/girls


 central cover image – a successful, celebrity star – a role model to aspire to


 dressed in a way young women/girls of the target age group might consider
combines traditional dress with attractive fashion


 articles – stressing fashion and sexuality, targeting the (supposed) interests of the
main audience. Also issues relating to TA e.g. marriage


 sophisticated font style and layout and design


 ‘exclusive' content related to audience interests


 discussion and tips providing ways in which women/girls can fulfil their desires
(relationships, sexuality).


Level 1:  0 – 2 Approaches will be superficial and will display only a very basic 
understanding of how the main audience has been targeted. 


Level 2:  3 - 4 
The answer will give a basic but relevant understanding of how the main 
audience has been targeted. 


Level 3: 5 – 7 


A sound, coherent understanding of how main audience has been 
targeted (5). 


A good understanding will be demonstrated for upper part of this level (6-
7). 


Level 4: 8 - 10 
A sophisticated understanding of how the main audience has been 
targeted. 
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(c) With reference to your own detailed examples, explore how media texts 
attract different audiences [16] 


Answers may cover: 


 positioning by the text


 construction of the text


 layout and design


 language and mode of address


 content


 technical and audio codes


 use of stars


 narrative


 may refer to uses and gratifications, ' pick and mix' theories etc.


These points must be discussed with reference to 2/3 detailed examples. 


Level AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of media 
concepts, contexts and critical debates. 


Level 1: 0-5 Little or no sense of concept of audience. 


Level 2: 6-8 
(6) Basic understanding of the concept of audience/users.  Descriptive and 


over-simplified. 


(7-8) An understanding of the concept of audience/users emerging but 
undeveloped.  May be implicit references to critical debates surrounding 
audience/users.  Makes no reference to specific examples to support 
points. 


Level 3: 9-12 
(9-10) Sound knowledge and understanding of concept of audience/users.  May 


begin to cite relevant audience/user response issues, theories or debates. 


(11-12) Good knowledge and understanding of concept of audience/users. 
Relevant reference to audience/user response issues linked to a range of 
appropriate examples.  Awareness of relevant theories, changing 
debates, different views and approaches. 


Level 4: 13-16 Sophisticated understanding of audience/users.  Draws on audience/user 
response issues and debates and engages with relevant theoretical 
issues using a range of well selected examples. 
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Q.3 With reference to your own detailed examples, explore representations of 


ethnicity in the media today. [30] 
 


 Candidates must use 2/3 specific examples of how media texts represent 
ethnicity and analyse them in detail focusing on the concept of representation. 


 There is an expectation that candidates attaining the higher levels will 
demonstrate an understanding of the concept of representation and be able to 
anchor their chosen examples in terms of context and purpose. 


 The chosen examples should be analysed in some detail and the more able 
candidates must engage with them on a more sophisticated level that goes 
beyond simple descriptions or assertions of positive and negative. 


 The examples used must be contemporary in order to reflect the representation 
of ethnicity 'in the media today'. 


 
Level AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of media 


concepts, contexts and critical debates.. 
 


Level 1: 0-11 Superficial argument.  Relies heavily on description.  Lacks appropriate 
examples.  Little evidence of understanding of the concept of 
representation. 
 


Level 2: 12-17 
(12-14) 
 


 
A basic attempt to engage with media concepts and debates.  A simple 
view of texts.  Lacks depth and development. 
 


(15-17) Sense of media concepts and debates.  Approaches may be overly 
descriptive.  Response may be limited to stimulus material with no other 
examples.  Makes no reference to specific examples to support points. 
 


Level 3: 18-23 
 
(18-20) 


 
Sound understanding of representation issues.  A sound attempt to 
engage with media concepts and debates using appropriate examples. 
Moderately complex ideas will be expressed clearly with some evidence 
of a personal interpretation. 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 


(21-23) Good understanding of representation issues.  Good exploration of 
relevant media concepts and debates using a range of appropriate 
examples.  Likely to draw on different approaches. 
 


Level 4: 24-30 Sophisticated understanding of representation issues linked to current 
thinking and theories.  Confident exploration of media concepts.  Good 
sense of issues and debates surrounding a wide range of media texts. 
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